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f someone asked you to list the reasons 
why you would choose a place to spend 
your summer vacation, what would 

those be?  Don’t think about it too much.  

The trick is to give spontaneous answers, or 
even better, to mentally travel to that desti-
nation, create an image, place yourself in it 
at a central spot and describe it out loud. 

Let me guess: you already feel the sun 
warm on your face! You listen to the sound 
of the sea as if you held a shell to your ear. 
You have a camera in one hand, a cool cock-
tail in the other and you taste unprecedented 
gastronomical joys. 

Don’t open your eyes yet! Let a warm smile 
see you off just before you leave your imag-
inative tour and listen closely to that little 
whisper inside your mind… 
Discover the magic of Chania!

Olympian Pantheon 
Tourism Marketing Services

8, Tilissou & Kenouriou 
71202 Heraklion - Crete. Greece
Tel. +30 2811103189
www.olympianpantheon.gr
info@olympianpantheon.gr
Fb: Olympian Pantheon

Best Regards,

Elena Stamataki
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The town of Chania is a magical des-
tination itself, accumulating all of 
the beauty of the Mediterranean 

Sea, as well as the maagic of its cul-
tures. Centuries of history are trace-
able in every corner and every alley of 
the town center. In the narrow streets of 
the hebrew neighborhood, to the Halepa 
and the Kum Kappi, historical buildings, 
the ruins of the fortification walls, byz-
antine churches, mosques and neoclas-
sical mansions mingle with the modern 
part of the town.

The access to the center of Chania is 
easy no matter which part of the munic-
ipality you choose to stay and so a vis-
it to the town is definitely something one 
must do before leaving Crete.

Old
Town

The old town of Chania is bursting 
with life and activity from the first 
sunlight until late at night. The closed 
market and the flea market, small 
shops and picturesque houses with 
unique architecture, in court gardens 
with bougainvilleas and other color-
ful flowers compose the puzzle of the 
town. 

A walk around the center feels like 
a peculiar treasure hunting, which 
leads you always to the same spot: 
The old venetian port. Across the 
pear which ends to the lighthouse 
that stands as a tireless guardian and 
protector of the city since the 16th 
century, there are all sort of restau-
rant and bars, offering fresh fish or 
delicious Cretan specialties, the best 
view of the town and your strongest 
memory from your holiday in Chania.
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The picturesque old Town of Cha-
nia is altogether crowned by the 
beautiful old harbor attracting 

visitors and locals like a magnet and, 
thus, turning it to the busiest part of 
the coastal front. 
All the little stone-paved alleys of 
this quarter of Chania lead to the old 
harbor and one way or another, your 
enchanting walks will lead you to it. 
Pure fascination will overwhelm you 
when you will see it for the first time 
and the imposing Venetian Lighthouse 
will certainly capture your vision at a 
first glance. 
Even if you may not be an architec-

The Old 
Harbour

ture enthusiast, the first raw build-
ings looking onto the old harbor will 
amaze you as they are reminiscent 
to a bygone age when the east was 
harmoniously ‘flirting’ with the west. 
The old harbor of Chania was built 
by Venetians between 1320 and 1356. 
Nowadays, you can do yourself the 
favor and take a long walk along the 
large bay, from one side to the other, 
between the Lighthouse and The Fir-
kas Fortress. 
The harbor is packed with numerous 
cute cafes, tavernas serving fresh fish 
and Cretan dishes and bustling small 
bars promising an interesting time af-
ter dark. 
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Enjoy delicious fresh fish and seafood 
dishes at this quiet tavern which is 
a must among locals and connois-

seurs. It is also a beautiful choice if you 
wish to escape the buzzing center of 
Chania for a romantic and special dinner 
by the sea. It lies on a quiet little port, 
Tabakaria, which used to house old 
leather-processing warehouses dating 
back to the 19th century. The stone-built 
buildings and the narrow passages of 
steep stairs leading down to the sea, 
create a unique architectural complex.
We strongly recommend Thalassino 
Ageri for delicious fresh fish and sea-
food cooked in Mediterranean style. 
Grilled octopus and calamari, sea urchin 
salad, lobster with pasta and home-
made bread will satisfy your palate. Try 
their specialty: fish soup, prepared with 
the daily catch and fresh vegetables. A 
taste you will never forget.

Tabakaria

3
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Chania is a town with 
a very long history that 
starts from the Minoan 
Era when it was called 
Kydonia, a very important 
city - state due to its port 
and the sea trade. The 
Palace of Kydonia lies un-
der the modern city and 
that’s why it hasn’t been 
excavated. Since that era, 
Venetian, Arabs and Otto-

mans conquered and left 
their “mark” in the town.

In 1898 Chania be-
came the capital of the 
semi autonomous Cre-
tan state until 1913 when 
Crete was officially united 
with Greece.  

Have a walk in the Old 
Port towards the Light-
house while enjoying a 
panoramic view of var-

Chania

ious Venetian, Ottoman 
and Neoclassical build-
ings.  In the Harbour you 
can see Kiutsuk Hasan 
Mosque, the Maritime 
Museum and the Fir-
ka Fortress.  The Byzan-
tine Collection, behind Fir-
ka, is at an entrance of the 
old town where many re-
stored buildings date back 
to the Middle ages.

Admire the Francis-
can monastery San Sal-
vatore (15th century) and 
the neoclassical and old 
Venetian buildings at The-

otokopoulou str. Wander 
in the narrow paths and 
streets and discover the 
town history through the 
ages.  Exit Zambeliou str. 
to Chalidon str. where the 
Archaeological Museum, 
the Hamam, the Catholic 
Church and the Orthodox 
Cathedral will draw your 
attention. 

Buy souvenirs and herbs 
at the Municipal Mar-
ket. Beautiful Neoclassi-
cal buildings are found at 
Tzanakaki, Nearchou and 
Sfakianaki str.



www.palazzoalmare.gr
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Chania was built on the 
ruins of the prehistor-
ic city of Kidonia. Since 

then, important civilizations 
have prospered and flour-
ished, due to its important 
strategic position and it’s fer-
tile valley. 

Over the centuries many 
conquerors have left the trac-
es of their presence, giving 
the old town its unique iden-
tity: Romans, Byzantines, Ar-
abs, Venetians, Ottomans 
and Egyptians have formed 
a multicultural puzzle, large-
ly evident in its architec-
ture. A stroll around town 
suffices to give an idea of the 

   Τhe
History

historical depth of Chania, 
as monuments of different 
historical eras are scattered 
in every corner of both the old 
and the modern parts. 

For those of you who are 
the eternal fun spoilers of the 
gang and find a tour in the 
museums more interesting 
than a cocktail by the 
beach, consider visiting the 
collections of the museums 
of Chania (archeological, 
nautical, byzantine, war 
museum, the residence of 
Venizelos) – you can always 
have that cocktail later!
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The pedestrian, busy lit-
tle street, adorned by  
the photographers’ favor-

ite mosque of the dominating 
Aga Mosque, has become the 
past few years the option for a 
sophisticated evening stroll at 
the city center for drinks, food 
and shopping.  In the “Oino-
pieio” a gem-restaurant, situ-
ated at an authentically deco-
rated space, the home made 
tapas are the talk of the town. 
In the atmospheric KIBAR, bet-
ter known as Charles’ Monas-
tery, the famous cocktails will 
win over even the most de-
manding ones. 

At Daliani street shopping is 
extended until late at night, with 
the perfumery that “smells” of 
Paris and Sifis’ original cre-
ations in gold, silver and pre-
cious stones, as well as many 
other options that will definitely 
cheer you up.

An evening at 
Chatzimichali 
Daliani Street

Ktx
Sifis
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Do the Cretans know 
the secret of long life? 
And is it a secret after all? 
Not really! G

as
tr

on
om

y Cretans’ high life expectan-
cy is attributed to the ben-
efits of cretan diet which 

includes vegetables, herbs, aro-
matic plants, high olive oil con-
sumption, honey, pulses and of 
course fish.
This “secret” is lavishly shared in 
many restaurants and taverns, 
especially the ones that put em-
phasis in local cuisine and prod-
ucts, often cultivated by their 
own family production. 
If you visit the island at the end 
of July to beginning of August, do 
not miss out on tasting all sorts 
of local products and delicacies 
on the food festival that takes 
place every year at Platanias 
municipality.
Food in Crete is in fact a ritual, 
so take the time to really savour 
perfumes, juices and colors. 
Cretan cuisine is characterized 
by “simple” tastes, which allow 
even an untrained palate to dis-
tinguish all flavors!
A good meal may be accompa-
nied by the right local wine – do 
not fear to try non bottled wine, 
in many occasions it is proved 
to be of exquisite quality or even 
the famous raki, ideal for every 
occasion according to Cretans!
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Wine appeared on Crete during 
the Minoan Era and since then it 
always accompanies any formal 
or informal event. 
Mild winter, hot summer and dry 
early autumn, form ideal weather 
conditions for grapes to ripe and 
offer the best juice for wine. 
Mandilari, Kotsifali Liatiko and 
Vilana are a few of the indigenous 
varieties of wine. 
Most Cretans consume daily a 
couple of glasses of wine, to en-
hance blood pressure and to 
maintain their strength.  

Wine 
& Raki
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During wine production, there are 
no additives or any processing 
with other ingredients. That is why 
local wine is part of the healthy 
Cretan diet. Raki is distilled from 
remains of stems and grape seed 
husks. 
The pure alcohol – as strong as 
the producer wants it - is scented 
with herbs, when scented with an-
ise seed Ouzo is produced. Locals 
produce their own wine and raki 
(in their own distillery).

34 | DISCOVER CHANIA



11



Olive oil 
& olives
Olive oil is the basis of the 
Cretan diet and the elixir of 
Cretans for longevity and good 
health. 
The fine quality of Cretan oil, 
with its dark green color and 
its strong fruity flavor is the 
first and the last addition to ev-
ery traditional Cretan delicacy.  
Virgin olive oil has no mixtures 
and additives.
Olive oil with acidity below one 
is also considered to be one of 
the finest.
Before leaving the island 
don’t forget to bring with you 
the taste and sense of Crete 
trapped in a small bottle of vir-
gin olive oil.

KTX
Λίθος

12
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Herbs
Herbs are part of Cretan 
tradition and were used by 
the inhabitants of the island 
in pharmacy, in cooking and 
in making cosmetics, since 
antiquity. 1800 different kind 
of herbs, grow in the is-
land’s rocky mountains and 
beaches and 197 of them are 
unique! 
Some of the island’s most 
common herbs are dicta-
mus, malotira, sage, marjo-
ram, chamomile, thyme, and 
oregano. 
They are famous for their an-
tiseptic and analgetic effects 
and they have been Cretan 
women’s well hidden secret 
for beauty.

13 
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  Ηοney 
& sweets

The need for sweet flavors is evident 
also in Cretan diet. Honey and home-
made spoon sweets satisfy that need! 

Honey varieties are based on the blos-
soms pollen or the trees juices the bees 
collect. 
Thus, there is flower-honey (soft fla-
vor with light colour and thickness), 
thyme-honey (more spicy and light co-
lour) and pine-honey (stronger flavor, less 
sweet with darker color). 
Spoon sweets in Greece are numerous 
as they are made of grape seeds, cher-
ry, orange/bergamot peels, whole fruits 
(mandarin,fig), rose petals, and fresh nuts 
(pistachio, walnut).  The sirup is a natu-
ral preservant. On Crete, kserotigana is a 
traditional sweet made of flour, raki and 
water, which is deep fried thin stripes of 
dough. 
Another popular sweet with dough honey 
and also feta, is sfakiani pita which may 
look like a pancake but it’s taste it totally 
divine.
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The most common secret 
however, is that locals will 
overwhelm you with their 
hospitality and willingness to 
take care of you, since the visitors 
of Crete are considered by locals 
as guests in their own home. 

You will soon realize this both 
on your contacts with people 
who are involved with the 
tourism sector, as well as on 
your every day contacts with 
locals. 

At the end of the day this is the 
most important thing you’ll be 
packing with you on your way 
back home.

14

A   trip to Chania is an 
experience, a unique 
for each and every 

visitor experience! 
Some of the secrets of this 

unique place are revealed 
to you in this guide’s pages, 
others are to be discovered 
by yourself! 

The 
People 
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Old Harbour 
6944 156831

www.captainnickchania.com

Captain Nick
Captain Nick takes you on a glass bottom cruise to the 
islets of Thodorou and Lazaretta. Explore the nature, 
catch glimpses of the wild Kri Kri goat or just enjoy a 
day by the crystal water. He is great with children, a day 
of guaranteed fun for our little friends.

CAPTAIN
NICK’S

15
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I t might sound like a 
truism when a tourist 
guide advertising a 

summer destination refers 
to its beaches as “incredible”, 
but when it comes to Chania 
this is in fact the truth. 
  Whether you are looking 
for busy beaches with all 
kind of amenities or isolated 
paradises on earth, it is 
there! All you have to do is 
look for it…

Beaches
incredible
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Elafonissi

If someone asked you which 
is your happiest childhood 
memory, you would proba-

bly include, “a day at the beach 
splashing my feet in the shallow 
waters of the sea”. 

Your visit to Elafonissi could be 
in a way, a trip to your childhood.

Every single of these small, 
childish desires that connect you 
to the summer will be awoken 
the moment you look from afar 
at the scenery: to build castles 
on the sand, to lie right at the 
point where the waves break, to 
jump up and down in the water 
until you make your friends wet, 
to eat ice cream, to search every 
inch of the white sand in quest 
for corrals, to walk through the 
lagoon up until the island and 

feel like a castaway and a con-
queror at the same time! 

Besides, the south coast of 
the island has many hidden 
beauties and pleasures waiting 
to be discovered…

A dive in the sea of Elafonissi 
feels like a dive to your years 
of innocence, and for that rea-
son only it is a priceless ex-
perience. Before arriving at 
the beach however you may 
make a stop at the monastery 
of Chrysoskaliotissa, located 
about 5 km away from Elafo-
nissi and built high on a rock. 
Visit the historic monastery and 
look for the golden step, which 
according to the legend, is a 
proof of your faith to the divine, 
or even to your own self…
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During summertime there are doz-
ens of festivals and fairs orga-
nized in the wider area of Chania 

and they are beyond doubt the best way 
to get to know the unique culture of the 
Cretan people. Whether it is a family 
feast, a Cretan wedding you mightcrash 
in or one of the many festivals orga-
nized by the municipality or the prefec-
ture (Agricultural August – introducing 
local food products, Wine Fair – getting 
to know local wine, Festivals to cele-
brate the Patron Saint etc) don’t miss 
out on that experience.
At the central square of a village you 
can dance hand in hand until the ear-
ly morning with the locals their frantic 
dances, drink homemade raki and wine 
and sing for the joys and the sorrows 
of life a mantinada, accompanied by the 
Dionysian melodies of the Cretan lyre!

Tradition

16
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Apart from the enchanting 
old quarter of Chania bear-
ing traces of 4.500 years 

and the Venetian harbor with 
its imposing lighthouse, Chania 
Town embodies the new / com-
mercial quarter known as ‘Nea 
Hora’. 
This part of Chania Town extends 
north-west and it is continuously 
growing in order to cover the res-
idential needs of the city. 
You can reach it by taking the 
very interesting coastal road 
heading west from the Venetian 
harbor, either by car or on foot for 
a 15-20 minute brisk walk. 
Worthy of your visit are its small 
and very picturesque fishing port 
and marina, as well as, its long 
sandy beach with crystal clear N

ea
 C

ho
ra

waters that will host your day’s 
swimming and relaxation. 
The beach is very well organized 
with umbrellas and sun loungers 
and your needs will be covered 
throughout the day as far as re-
freshments and snacks are con-
cerned. 
The beachfront of ‘Nea Hora’ is 
mostly frequented by the locals 
and shares plentiful fish restau-
rants and tavernas where you 
can have a quality feast to the 
Cretan delights without the tour-
ist frilling! 
We have tried and absolutely love 
Akrogiali fish taverna (www.ak-
rogiali-taverna.gr ) serving the 
freshest catch of the day, served 
in a nice setting next to the wave.
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Balos is what most locals would 
describe as heaven on earth, and 
heaven can indeed be very close 
to your hotel. It only takes a small 
boat trip from Kastelli’s port and 
you are there. The name «Balos» 
could have been randomly cho-
sen to namethis beach, but it is 
a perfect way to describe it as it 
connotes the famous island dance 
«Balos». Balos has an exotic beau-
ty, but it also brings together most 
of the beauties of the greek land-
scape. 

All colors of the greek seas can 
be found in its waters and, as the 
waves come and go through the 
reefs and the rocks, you get the 
feeling that the sea dances a fast, 
rhythmic balos to seduce its visi-
tors. It is pointless to resist: throw 
your stuff on the sand and through 
yourself to the dance! Wade your 
feet in the shallow waters, dancing 
your own version of a balos, the 
slow, leisurely type, as is the relax-

Balos

ing, harmonious scenery of the 
Gramvousa just opposite Balos. 

And when you are tired, lay on 
the shore, leave your head half 
way into the sea and let your-
self enjoy the joyous, lyrical 
melodies of the landscape…

On your way back, you may 
stop in the picturesque port of 
Kolymbari to eat fresh fish that 
fishermen bring every morning 
and also drink good local wine. 

You can find happiness in 
small things after all!
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at

an
ia

s

Platanias, just 11km away from 
Chania, was planted on the map 
of Crete, to foster the desire of 

the visitor to wander from the busy 
north coast to the routes of the White 
Mountains and the plateau of omalos.  
This contradiction that characterizes 
the wider region, enhances an inter-
nal division to the visitor: why would 
someone come to Platanias?

To have a cosmopolitan holiday or 
to experience a quiet break from re-
ality? The answer is indeed as simple 
as your mood in the morning, while 
enjoying a full breakfast, tasting  
local delicacies in one of the hun-
dreds “cozy” lodgings of Platania. In 
other words it’s what Greek people 
would describe with such accuracy: 
“whatever you are craving for!” From 
beaches and excursions to places 
where man has not dared to “inter-
vene”, to beach bars, water sports, 
loud music and all day parties, from 

fish taverns to gourmet restaurants 
and from sunrises to sunsets! This 
idyllic setting along the north coast-
line of Chania county considered the 
wealthiest and busiest area of the re-
gion. A tourist magnet only 20 minutes 
from the international airport and the 
gorgeous Chania Town and a mere half 
hour from the harbour.

Stylish but at the same time ideal for 
a relaxing holiday, a linear settlement 
along the coastal road with a fantas-
tic and well organised sandy beach 
that combines all that you have ever-
dreamed of and, most importantly, 
without losing its traditional wit. Select 
from a plethora of accommodation 
styles and make your holiday suit your 
expectations, whether you are seeking 
luxury or Cretan simplicity and local 
traditionalism. Include a visit to Ano 
Platanias, the old village up on the hill 
for impressive views of the Cretan sea 
and the Aegean and delicious tastes of 
the true Cretan cuisine.
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Falassarna
After 30 minutes of easy driving, and 

even though you realize you are only 5 
minutes away from diving into the cool 

blue sea and drinking your coffee under the 
shade of your umbrella, one cannot resist 
making a stop at the top of the hill past 
Platanos village. 

You owe it to yourself to spend a few 
minutes just to imprint within you, the beauty 
of the landscape. And you will stand before 
it with the same reverence and respect that 
one stands in front of an artwork, gazing 
at the endless coast line where the gold of 
the sand becomes one with the blue of the 
sea and then again where it meets the deep 
green of the cultivations.

While at that very moment most feel that 

they could stay there forever, 
suddenly an irresistible urge 
pushes you to throw yourself 
to the sea, like answering to 
the call of the ancient nymph 
Falassarna, who wants to guide 
you around her mystic land. 

And from one moment to 
another you will be transferred 
from the occult magic of the 
landscape to a sandy beach full 
of life and activity, or you will 
discover quite corners around 
the beach so that you may 
savour the sea on your own.

For those wishing to take a 
trip back in time the ruins of the 
old city are there waiting to be 
explored…

Falassarna
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Gerani
At only a further 5 Km 

from cosmopolitan 
Platanias, discover 

Gerani village with its long 
sandy beach and crys-
tal-clear waters offering 
an organized zone but also 
various parts which are 
more quiet. Less affected 
by mass tourism it, none-
theless, boasts a good 
accommodation selection 
and many cafés, beach 
bars and restaurants for 
an enjoyable lunch or din-
ner. The frequent coastal 
bus service will convey 

you here within minutes 
from Chania Town. 

The beach is not protect-
ed by the winds and it is 
usually very wavy. Like a 
few other beaches in the 
area, Gerani is selected by 
the caretta caretta turtle 
which lays its eggs be-
tween May and June. 

In the upper part of the 
village, you can also prom-
enade along the small 
river and under the cool 
shade of cypress, pines, 
olive trees and fragrant 
fruit trees. 

Ktx
The Stone
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Chania, apart from the little se-
crets that can be discovered 
during the day, holds a big one 

for the night hours: one of the best 
nightlife’s in Greece!
Endless cafes, clubs and bars are 
gathered around numerous streets 
mainly in Chania town, Platanias 
and Agia Marina but also in other 
areas. An afternoon coffee can be 
followed by a light cocktail and an 
evening schnapps will be the start-
ing point for a long night-life full of 
music, dancing and drinking.
With its variety of choices Chania 
can satisfy any request, from a 
cocktail in a Jazz bar by the sea to 
megaclubs where dancing never 
stops. It’s up to you to decide and 
let yourself enjoy all that Chania 
has to offer….

Nightlife
24 
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A nodal settlement 40 Km west 
of Chania Town covering the 
north-western peak of Crete to-

gether with Elafonissi, Falassarna and 
Balos. At Kasteli’s sandy beach you 
will find all you would ever need for a 
pleasurable holiday and all you would 
ever dream of experiencing at a pictur-
esque and tranquil Cretan destination.
The ideal base if you wish to explore 
the whole of western Crete via dai-
ly excursions to impressive gorges, 
archaeological sites, sceneries of 
extreme natural beauty and para-
dise-on-earth beaches. 
You will also love Kasteli for its long 
and busy pedestrian promenade along 
the seaside which is packed with com-
mercial shops, cafes and restaurants, 
as well as, for its amiable little port. 
The port is a link of Crete with the Pelo-
ponnese (Gythio, Kalamata), the island 
of Kithira, the gorgeous Gramvoussa 
islets and the unique lagoon of Balos.
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Driving down to the southern 
part of the prefecture there 
are numerous beaches to 

take a dive, which can be com-
bined with excursions to some of 
the most beautiful sceneries Crete 
has to show.Sougia, built right at 
the exit of Saint Irene’s Gorge with 
its endless pebbles beach, used to 
be one of the most popular sites for 
the hippies in the seventies. 
For those who would rather live a 
more primitive experience, visit the 
isolated beach of Agios Antonios, 
literally lost in the lavish green of 
the pine trees surrounding the bay. 
Frangokastelo, was named after 
the Venetian castle of the area and 
is best known for a unique natu-
ral phenomenon, appearing in the 
early morning of the first days of 

South
beaches

June, called “Drosoulites”: hu-
manoid shadows are seen mov-
ing towards the church of Saint 
Charalambos, until they disap-
pear in the sea.

There could be many things one 
may write to describe Paleochora: 
the narrow streets with the little 
shops, the restaurants with the 
absolutely delicious local food, 
the picturesque port and the daily 
cruses to Gaidouronisi. 

But at the end of the day Pale-
ochora is all about its amazing 
beaches: endless sandy beaches 
followed by pebble ones, followed 
by small bays with crystal clear 
waters, followed by rocky beach-
es where the deep blue of the sea 
simply embraces the horizon. For 
those who want to enjoy their pri-
vate “salty spa” by themselves or 
with their beloved ones, take a lot 
of water, fresh fruit and a couple of 
beers and look for the successive 
small bays on the western part of 
the village. 
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Index Index

1

15 Akti Tompazi - Old harbor
28210 45688 www.pallaschania.gr

Pallas
An elegant lounge restaurant housed inside an 
historic building, dating back in 1830. Fresh local 
ingredients: meat, fish, vegetables and choicy products 
from Italy, used in a cuisine that will amaze you. If you 
prefer a meal with a view, go to the roof garden and 
enjoy the magic of  Thea Thalassa Restaurant.

2

COFFEE  COCKTAILS AND MORE
19-20 Tompazi Coast - Old harbor
6944 734439 f: NamaBarCafeRestaurant

Nama
Lounge café and restaurant with a splendid view to 
the Lighthouse. Enjoy everything, from breakfast 
and coffee to lunch, dinner or cocktail. Gourmet 
suggestions, original cocktails, very extensive wine list 
and a specialist to help you select the glass of wine of 
your choice. The fun never ends with exciting events 
and parties. 

35 Vivilaki str. -Tabakaria

28210 51136

www.thalasino-ageri.gr

Thalassino Ageri
Thalassino Ageri means sea breeze. And that’s what 
this tavern is: sitting by the sea, in a quiet moor of 
old Chania, you feel the salty breeze on your cheek 
and smell the aromas of grilled octopus and freshly 
fried fish balls on your plate. Enjoy the most romantic 
dinner in locals’ secret place for fish and seafood.

3

36-38 Sourmeli str. - Old harbor
28210 08813 www.palazzoalmare.gr

Palazzo Al Mare
An old Venetian building with a stunning view to the 
Port and the Lighthouse. Taste the Mediterranean 
version of Cretan cuisine. Dishes prepared with 
imagination and care. Don’t miss the handmade 
sausages and the orzo pasta risotto with prawns. 
Excellent tastes at very reasonable prices and an 
extensive wine list.

4

Sofoklis Venizelos Sq. & Str. Tzanakaki 2
28210 52280 www.kydonhotel. com

Square Restaurant
Classy lunch and dining with a view over the square 
and Market of Chania. Selected, fresh ingredients 
from all over Crete are prepared with care and imag-
ination by the chef, Iosif Apostolakis. Recipes from the 
Cretan heritage with a modern Mediterranean touch. 
Extensive wine list with delicious Cretan, Greek and 
international wines.

54 Hatzimihali Ntaliani str.
28210 50335, 6973554207

Sifis

www.sifisjewellery.gr

Colourful designer jewellery shop, where you’ll find 
the objects of your dreams. Sifis Stavroulakis has 
devoted his life to creating fabulous jewels and to the 
discovery of talented designers. Find his collection 
and many other creations in the Old Town of Chania. 
Imaginative designs, delicate lines and amazing 
craftsmanship.

5

6

7

8

8 Katehaki Sq. - Old harbor
28210 53366

38-40 Kondilaki - Old town
2821 111427

Karnagio
Picturesque traditional taverna hidden around the 
corner at the Venetian Port, destined to Cretan 
cuisine and seafood lovers. Great variety of fish and 
seafood mezedes, as well as other traditional Greek 
and Cretan recipes, made with fresh, tasty ingredients. 
Friendly service and quiet atmosphere next to 
Megalo Arsenali.

Kritamon
Cosy restaurant at the old Port with a quiet back 
yard, suitable for every occasion. Innovative menu 
of Cretan cuisine with creative touches and fresh 
seasonal ingredients. Rich wine list with many Greek 
brands, that pair perfectly with the menu. Ménu 
degustation and special wine tasting events. 
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10

11

12

45 Akti Kountourioti - Old Harbor
28210 72072

Old Harbor
28210 94100

Il Padrino
Italian style restaurant at the old Venetian Port.  
A must for lovers of authentic Italian cuisine. Taste 
Alessandro’s pizza and perfectly cooked pasta. 
Excellent risotti and meat specialties such as the veal 
steak with herbs for two. Extended wine list with 
selected Cretan and Italian wines.

Draft
Trendy and cozy bar, beautifully set on a pedestrian 
road of downtown Chania. Long list of Mojito, 
Margarita and Daiquiri versions. Cocktails mixed with 
imagination and respect to the delicacy of ingredients. 
Everything is accompanied by tasty food suggestions, 
to make your night out even more delicious.

Ta Chalkina
Open all day, Chálkina serves mainly the delicious 
strong local drink, rakí. In a beautiful renovated 
building, you can either choose to stay in the 
courtyard, for a glass of heartwarming rakí and mezé, 
or move inside, where talented musicians entertain 
with lively Cretan music every evening, until late at 
night.

Zepos
Traditional taverna at the old Port since 1961. 
Everything on your plate is fresh and Cretan. Fish 
and seafood, meat, local cheeses, home baked bread 
and fantastic house wine from the owner’s vineyard. 
Friendly service, modern renovated environment, 
classy atmosphere and romantic moments by the sea.

9

www.zeposrestaurant.gr

Old Port
28210 41570

Potie & Kalinikou Sarpaki corner
2821 504826

www.chalkina.com

www.facebook.com/draftchania

Akti Papanikoli 19 - Nea Chora
28210 73110

8 Skoufon str.  
28210 98650

Semiramis
A cute traditional taverna lost in the magical maze 
of the Old Town of Chania. Romantic back yard with 
décor from the 1960’s. Traditional Greek food and live 
music, everything done according to the principles of 
Greek hospitality of old times. Everything is cooked 
with fresh ingredients and virgin olive oil.

13

14

Old Harbor
28210 74406

Lithos
Romantic restaurant with a touch from the past, 
located on the cobbled promenade of the Venetian 
Port. Traditional ingredients cooked the modern 
way, fresh fish, meat, Mediterranean style pasta, 
original salads and splendid specialties. Next to 
the restaurant, the shop provides you with local 
delicacies, the very ones used in the kitchen.

www.akrogiali-taverna.grwww.lithosrestaurant.gr

16

Sifaka & Melhisedek str. - Maheradika
28210 51582 www.adespotochania.gr

Adespoto
Romantic courtyard covered with grapevines and 
bougainvillea, just like in the 1960’s. Cretan cuisine 
with fresh local products and a modern twist. Musi-
cians play live Greek melodies every evening and turn 
your meal into a magical experience, a trip to the past, 
into the Greece of our fathers that has long been 
forgotten.

Akrogiali
Friendly fish and seafood tavern at walking distance 
from downtown Chania. Lazy atmosphere by the 
seashore, smells of cooking and grilling that tickle your 
nose and stimulate your palate. Fresh fish and local 
seafood cooked the traditional way and served with 
aromatic ouzo, for those who enjoy the real pleasures 
in life.

17
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Akti Papanikoli & Haou
28210 90144

MeNou & Krasi
Fish and seafood taverna in Nea Chora beach that 
serves delicious platters and mezedes. Enjoy the 
delicacies offered by the sea, next to the sea. Colorful 
dishes prepared with local products and olive oil 
from the family’s olive grove. Enjoy your meal while 
listening to the waves caressing the shore.

Old Village - Platanias
28210 68558 www.cosmos-restaurant.gr

Cosmos
Overlooking the entire village of Platanias, Cosmos 
Restaurant awaits you, eager to share the secrets 
of Mediterranean tastes. Quality, luxury and balance 
form the philosophy of the owners. Lengthy list of 
wines and spirits, and friendly staff that will help you 
select the mouth-watering dish and make your day.

19

18

Platanias
28210 60223

Metaxias
Despite its location on a central road of a tourist 
place, Metaxia’s is famous among locals. It is clean, 
friendly and many people vow to return for the 
large helpings and very reasonable prices. The menu 
is full of delicious choices. Juicy steaks and fillets 
with velvety sauces, refreshing salads, tantalizing 
mezédes and mouthwatering desserts.  

25

Platanias
28210 60545

Platanias
28210 38344

Platanias
28210 84500

Platanias
28210 60346

www.symposium.com
f: Symposium Restaurant

www.thestones.gr
f: The Stones Restaurant Caffe Bar

f: splendidchania

www.dosamigos.gr

www.splendid-chania.gr

Symposium
A trendy and very classy restaurant in Platanias, where 
Cretan and Mediterranean cuisine are taken to a new 
level, thanks to the freshness and purity of the raw 
materials. Everything is organic and free range. Great 
variety of vegetarian suggestions. Extensive wine list 
with Greek and international wines.

The Stones
Secluded quiet restaurant, beautifully set in a romantic 
green courtyard in Platanias. Experienced staff and 
friendly atmosphere. Here, you can taste authentic 
Mediterranean cuisine, prepared and served with 
care and professionalism. Enjoy the large helpings and 
excellent quality. Great value for money.

Dos Amigos
One of the best Mexican restaurants in Crete. Here, 
you don’t just enjoy delicious Mexican dishes, such as 
nachos, chimichangas, burritos and fajitas. It is also a 
very high class steak house, with juicy steaks, served 
with the best sauces ever! Check out the cocktail list, 
enjoy the large helpings at very good prices.

Splendid
The No 1 Club and Party location in Platanias. The 
fun begins here and your holiday becomes perfect. 
All-night partying with the best music. Dance all night, 
free yourself, live on the edge at one of the hottest 
spots of Chania. Special events and famous guest DJs 
every week.

22

2420

21

23

Ravdoucha Beach
28240 23988 - 23144

Neratzia
A little paradise on earth on the wild secluded beach 
of Ravdoucha. Cute traditional tavern by the sea, 
serving fish and seafood, and also traditional Greek 
dishes. The greens are grown in the family’s vegetable 
garden. Perfect place for families, since children can 
enjoy the playground or the pebbles at the seaside.
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A blonde, light lager, cool and refreshing, with rich 
foam, easy-to-drink that pairs perfectly with Greek 
flavors and recipes, goes by the name ALFA. 
It has a discreet aroma and is one of the oldest 
beer brands in Greece since it is already 54 years 
old. ALFA Beer was the first beer carrying a Greek 
brand name (‘ALFA’ comes from the first letter of 
the Greek alphabet, implying top quality). ALFA 
Beer, with its glowing golden-yellow color and its 
gentle aroma of malt and yeast, is produced by 
the Athenian Brewery following the old traditional 
recipe, using Greek barley. 
Moreover, its bottle shape has many similarities 
with the original ALFA bottle that appeared in the 
1960s. ALFA is the beer that keeps us company 
when we are enjoying our most authentic, relaxed, 
and carefree moments, the ones we share either 
with people, or in the places where we feel the 
“ALFA side of ourselves”.

A few words 
about ALFA Beer
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