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and enjoy!
Welcome

White stone houses, sea of cobalt blue, 
volcanic sand and the Aegean breeze...  
Step into the master peace of a talented 
artist!Santorini, is a top international tourist 
destination and is seen in personal wish-
lists of millions of people worldwide. 
It is a part of Greece, a country you might 
have never visited before and probably 
looks nothing like what you left back home. 
This small Greek island, located among 
numerous other in the Aegean Sea, stands 
out for its peculiar  geological environment 
and its rich history is strongly connected to 
the volcanic activity. 
The landscape will overwhelm you, the 
sunsets will enchant you and the history 
will fascinate you. 
Do not dare to resist to Santorini’s magic, 
it’s inevitable that you will give in to it even-
tually, so just  relax and enjoy... 
In other words, welcome to Santorini!

About Santorini 
History at a glance
Fun & Activities / Boat tours
Matching tastes
Wine Project
Gastronomy
Wine in Santorini
Wine Varietes
List of Wineries
Santorini’s beaches
Akrotiri
Mainland & Villages
Unique Architecture
Map



TR
AV

EL
 S

AN
TO

RI
N

I

 T
RA

VE
L 

SA
N

TO
RI

N
I

4 5

The island of Santorini is a part of Greece 
– a member-state of the EU at the south-
eastern end of the Mediterranean ba-
sin, cherishing a mainland with high 
mountains and massive volcanic sands.  
It is located in the southeastern part of 
the Aegean Sea, just north to the island 
of Crete and is surrounded by a sea with 
countless islands.
At its previous form, before the volcan-
ic eruption, it was round shaped. Today, 
it constitutes a complex of five islands, 
which belong to the Cyclades, with San-
torini being the larger amongst them. 
The others are Thirassia, Aspronissi and 
the volcanic islands of Palea and Nea 
Kameni.Santorini now has a half-moon 
shape and together with its satellites cov-
ers a total area of 623 km2 (34.990 sq. 
miles). 

 Santorini
 About

A series of enormous volcanic explo-
sions alternated the islands’ landscape 
and formed the  breathtaking steep cliffs 
called the Caldera and a lagoon looking 
sea between it and its former four parts. 
Its geological energy and its unique wild 
beauty contribute to why it is ranked as a 
top worldwide tourist destination. 
The island counts 15.000 inhabitants and 
is undergoing massive tourism expansion  
after the 1950s. The capital city is named 
Fira. It is worthy to see many other  
settlements on the Caldera, villages at its 
interior and its beaches with black sand 
on the eastern side.
It is famous for its gastronomy and its 
winery as well as its quality art and mag-
nificent jewellery.

a celebration 
    of colors
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Bound to volcanic eruptions  
and a series of earthquakes, vis-
itors see nowadays this manifes-
tation on the layers of solidified 
lava on top of each other clearly 
apparent on the Caldera cliffs, at 
the beaches with their black sand 
and lava pebbles of various colors 
and in the mainland where the soil 
contains ash and pumice. 
The island acquired a half-moon 
shape in 1645 BC when the vol-
cano in its center erupted, yield-
ing smaller islands next to it, 
two of which are volcanic (Palea 
& Nea Kameni isl.). Despite its 
volcanic past,it was populated 

History

The island cherishes a rich history 
in time due to one element of un-
disputable significance: Its volcanic 
activity has not only affected its 
own course - again and again - but 
allegedly that of other islands 
around it. 

by many civilizations: Neolithic 
Period, Minoans, Phoenicians,  
Lacedaemonians, the Hellen-
istic Period when it also be-
came an important trade center 
and significant naval base, the 
Byzantine Empire, the Roman 
Empire, the Venetians, cru-
saders, pirates and finally the  
Ottoman rule from which it  
became independent in 1821 and 
was united with Greece in 1830. 
All of those tribes and eras have 
left their mark on the island. 
Search for the sites and get a taste 
of wealthy history.

at a glance
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fun
& activities
PRIVATE CRUISES
Private cruises are without a doubt 
the most luxurious and easy way 
to discover the hidden beauties of 
Santorini, as well as the neighbor-
ing islands. 
High performance sailing vessels, 
with their own captain and crew 
upon request, guarantee the ulti-
mate sailing experience in the deep 
blue, welcoming, waters of the Ae-
gean Sea. 

BOAT TOUR TO THE 
VOLCANO
Leaving Santorini without visiting 
the volcano is like leaving Paris 
without visiting the Eiffel Tower. 
Its history, morphology, agricultur-
al production, the beauty and the 
tragedy of the landscape are all 
linked to the volcano of Santorini, 
active for 2,5 million years to our 
days. Boat cruises departing daily 
from the ports of Fira and Oia are 
sailing straight to the island of Nea 
Kameni. 
Some cruises provide guided tours 
to the island, focusing on the cra-
ters and the history of the volcano.
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WATER SPORT 
For those who often imagine  
themselves on their skis, waving to 
the shore from afar, looking sporty 
and tanned, the sport centers lo-
cated right on the beach at Kamari, 
Perivolos and Perissa provide all 
amenities and equipment for water 
sport. 
Water – skiing, canoeing, jet skiing, 
windsurfing, boogie board, wave-
riding, as well as beach sports such 
as beach volley and beach soccer 
are available at the large organized 
beaches of Santorini. 
The seabed of the red and the white 
beach are of special interest and 
unique beauty.

WINE TOURS 
Many modern wineries keep at a high 
level the long winemaking tradition of 
Santorini and constitute at the same 
time an important as well as exciting 
sightseeing in the island. 
Most of them   are open to visitors and 
unless you have visited at least two of 
them during your stay you are not en-
titled to claim that you’ ve really made 
the most out of your holiday in the is-
land. 

Depending on your priorities, some 
wineries offer excellent guided tours 
to the vineyards, others have interest-
ing exhibits concerning the winemak-
ing process throughout the years, or 
an amazing view to match an amazing 
glass of wine, but all of them offer ex-
ceptional wines to taste and take home. 
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Wine in Santorini is inextricably linked to 
the island’s culture as a whole, its land-
scape and history. 
The uniqueness of the Santorinian grape-
vine is mostly associated with its volcanic 
soil, on which indigenous varieties such as 
Assyrtiko have developed since ancient 
times. 
The opportunity arises for the visitor to 
combine these unique aromas with the lo-
cal gastronomy, which, depending on the 
restaurant, can have a range of traditional 
and fusion approaches to local produce. 
Several restaurants have a superb wine 
selection defined by a plethora of local va-
rieties from various winemakers. 
In Oia, Oia Vineyart’s patio sets the stage 
for one to enjoy all santorinian wines com-
bined with Cycladic Greek cuisine, local 
cold cuts and cheeses. 
In Fira, one can uncover a small paradise 
close to Fira square: Pelican Kipos has a 
400-year old vaulted cellar with a stunning 
variety of local and international wines that 
can be paired with homemade Greek and 
Santorinian dishes. In Santorini, matching 
tastes definitely leads to unmatched culi-
nary moments… 

Matching tastes for unmatched 
              moments
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This tiny Greek island has very little ar-
able land which nonetheless cherishes 
a unique mixture of nutrients in its soil 
(volcanic ash, lava and pumice stone).
This fact in combination to the high day-
time temperatures and the nocturnal hu-
midity, are all ideal for the cultivation of 
more than 35 grape varieties yielding ex-
uberant wine. 
As Santorini experiences strong winds 
throughout the year, the cultivators shape 
the vines into low growing round bas-
kets called the “ampelies”. Whether you 
are a lover of red or white wine, chances  
are you will be enchanted by the excel-
lent wines of the island which are known, 
respected and appreciated around the 
world. 
Archaeologists reveal that viniculture 
and winemaking in Santorini, date as far 
back as the Bronze Age…Evidence has 
also shown that the vineyard of Santorini 

is the original one planted after the erup-
tion of the volcano making it one of the 
oldest in Europe and a priceless part of 
the European viticultural heritage. 
The ancient varieties of Athiri, Assyr-
tiko and Mandelaria are still cultivated 
with great care and the picturesque vine-
yards that cover the island are more than 
100 years old retaining their original root 
stocks. 
Seek for bottles of Aedani and Mavrotr-
agano too, as well as, of the prestigious 
Vinsanto aperitif.

Wine
project



winetasting@artemiskaramolegos-winery.com

A complete wine experience
Αrtemis Karamolegos Winery, one of the 
most dynamic Greek wineries, combines 
great respect for the tradition of Santorini 

with a modern outlook and constant 
investments in all aspects. Producing a 

range of fine wines expressing the unique 
history, the true character and the 

rareness of Santorini’s volcanic terroir, it 
has been recognized with the most 
significant international accolades.

Wine Tasting Area: Artemis Karamolegos 
winery facility includes a wine tasting area 

featuring an ageing cellar, a beautiful 
outdoor patio and a wine retail store. 

Visitors enjoy hospitality service and wine 
tours of the highest standards; the 

members of our expertly trained staff offer 
guests a unique and complete wine 

experience.

Wine Tour & Tasting reservations

Open daily (April-October): 11.00am-8.00pm

Tel: +30 22860 33395

Mail to:

www.artemiskaramolegos-winery.com
Exo Gonia-Santorini
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The locally sourced prod-
ucts and recipes you will have 
the chance to try here are 
unique in the world. Its delicious  
agricultural products are grown in 
volcanic soil, watered by the sea 
and the evening humidity.

Precious and distinctive  gastronomy 
embraced in the island’s microcosm
which has acquired veritable 
international recognition.

Production is small scaled due to 
the weather conditions but there is 
enough for everyone who is seeking 
the “real thing”! Taste the unique ‘fava’ 
split peas, the ‘tomataki’ cherry toma-
toes which have been cultivated on 
the island since 1880, the white egg-
plants, green capers, broad beans, 
zucchinis, cucumbers and melon. 

Grate the special “green” cheese 
over a dish of fresh barley pasta and 
enchant your palate. Dip the tradition-
al crisp-bread into extra virgin olive 
oil and add a pinch of oregano. Feast 
in the freshest fish and seafoods you 
have ever tasted in your life…

As for dessert, seek the countless 
variations of sweet fruit cubes pre-
served in syrup, as well as, the tradi-
tional “melitinia” pastry cookies which 
are typical of the island and contain 
soft “myzithra” cheese. 

Whether you seek for traditional or 
gourmet options, it is certain that the 
food will delight you and you will be 
spoilt for choice of tavernas and res-
taurants.

Gastronomy
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Wine is strongly linked to Santorini’s 
gastronomic history. 
The archaeological evidence prove 
that wine cultivation dates back al-
most 5000 years, and that some of 
the islands’ varieties were in fact 
developed in the ancient times, 
preserved throughout the years be-
cause of the volcanic soil of Santorini 
and its durable vineyards that have 
never been affected by diseases. 
The vineyards, in this island, are 

quite unlike any other in the world. The 
ground’s uniqueness and the island’s 
extremely inhospitable climate has 
made cultivation devoted to the origi-
nal techniques. 
The “kouloura” vineyard is basically 
a coil of vines that sits directly on the 
ground and over time comes to re-
semble a basket. Its aim is to protect 
the vines and their fruit from brutal 
winds as well as harsh summer sun 
and to absorb the humidity of the sea.

Santorini
wine in
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Santorini produces mostly 
white wine, and some reds, 
almost exclusively from in-
digenous grape varieties.  
Dominant among these is 
the white grape Assyrtiko, 
which is grown using an-
cient dry-farming methods 
and produces dry, full-bod-
ied white wines with citrus 
aromas combined with a 
pleasing mineral character. 
Athiri is an ancient greek 
variety, producing medi-
um-bodied wines with deli-
cate aromatic qualities. 
Aidani produces pleasantly 

aromatic wines with medi-
um body and nice acidity. 
Among the red varieties, the 
most noteworthy is Mavro-
tragano, which produces 
deep red colored wine with 
intense tannins and gives 
aromas of fresh red fruits 
and spices. Lastly, Mandi-
laria also produces a wine 
of deep red color and has 
medium body and aromas 
of dark red fruit. But Vin-
santo is in fact the crown 
jewel of Santorini wines. 
A sweet dessert wine, made 
from a blend of Assyrtiko, 

Aidani, and Athiri that is 
aged in oak casks for at 
least 3 years,  taking on rich 
flavours of caramel and An-
gostura bitters while main-
taining incredible acidity. In 
the following page you will 
see the island’s basic winer-
ies, most of which offer tour 
to their facilities and wine 
tasting events. 
A visit to the Union of  San-
torini Cooperatives, San-
toWines  will give you an 
insight to local tradition, 
heritage and  Santorini’s 
vineyard. SantoWines’ win-

ery is among the state - of 
- the - art infrastructure in 
Greece. 
The exquisite location at 
the village of Pyrgos and 
the hospitality facilities of 
highest standards offering 
a breathtaking view of the 
Caldera, have established 
SantoWines is one of the top 
wine-tourism destinations 
with more than 300.000 vis-
itors per year and their fruit 
from brutal winds as well as 
harsh summer sun and to 
absorb the humidity of the 
sea.

Wine
varietes





TR
AV

EL
 S

AN
TO

RI
N

I

 T
RA

VE
L 

SA
N

TO
RI

N
I

38 39

      ARGYROS ESTATE EPISKOPI
+30 22860 31489  www.estate-argyros.com

      ART SPACE WINERY EXO GONIA
Τel.: +30 22860 32774

www.artspace-san-
torini.com

      BOUTARI WINERY  
      SANTORINI

MEGALOHORI
+30 22860 81011 www.boutari-santorini.gr

      CANAVA  
      ROUSSOS

EPISKOPI
+30 22860 31349 www.canavaroussos.gr

      DOMAINE SIGALAS BAXES-OIA
+30 22860 71644 www.sigalas-wine.com

      GAIA WINES
EXO GONIA
+30 22860 34186
+30 210 8055642-3

www.gaia-wines.gr

      GAVALAS WINES MEGALOHORI
+30 22860 82552 www.gavalaswines.gr

      HATZIDAKIS  
      WINERY

PYRGOS KALLISTIS
+30 22860 32466 www.hatzidakiswines.gr

      KARAMOLEGOS              
      ARTEMIS WINERY

EXO GONIA
Τel.: +30 22860 33395

www.artemiskaramo-
legos-winery.com

      KASTELI WINES VOTHONAS
Tel.: +30 22860 32047 karamova@otenet.gr

      KOUTSOGIAN-
      NOPOLOS WINERY
      & WINE MUSEUM

VOTHONAS
+30 22860 31322 www.volcanwines.gr

      SANTO WINES PYRGOS
+30 22860 28058 www.santowines.gr 

      VENETSANOS  
      WINERY

MEGALOHORI
+30 22860 21100

www.venetsa-
noswinery.com

      VASSALTIS VOURVOULOS
+30 22860 22211 www.vassaltis.com
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The Santorini Arts Factory  
is a museum of arts created  
in 2014, at the premises of 
the old tomato factory in  
Vlychada. Its’ aim is to  
promote the Greek cultural  
heritage to Greeks and  
foreigners who visit Santorini 
and to contribute to the artistic  
development of the is-
land, through events and ex-
hibitions of high quality, by  
showcasing the work of world  
renowned modern artists.

The S.A.F.’s mission evolves 
around three axes:

- The artistic events pro-
gram: a festival, which takes 
place mainly during summer 
season, comprising of various  
events, music, drama and 
dance performances, as well as 
art exhibitions.

- Next comes the axe of  
education: with training  
programs are presented all 
through the year, in coopera-
tion with schools, teachers and 
art associations, as well as Mu-
seums, Festivals and Art Institu-
tions (this year’s “partnerships” 
include two prestigious insti-
tutions: the Cycladic Arts Mu-
seum and the Onassis Cultur-
al Centre).

- Last but not least: the 
axe of history and tradition.  
The building and its’ sur-
roundings become the scene 
and visitors travel to the 
past and explore Greece’s  
industrial tradition, via the “D. 
Nomikos Industrial Tomato  
Museum”. Guided tours, ex-
hibits from the last centu-
ry and multimedia presenta-
tions are completed with other  
programmes on the island’s 
gastronomy and agricultural 
tradition.

Santorini 
Arts Factory

S.A.F
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Perivolos – Perissa
The long beach that stretch-
es in the southeastern part 
of the island is divided into 
two successive bays, named 
Perivolos and Perissa. 
The thick, black sand, and 
the deep, crystal water are 
its characteristics. Along 
the coast there are trendy 
restaurants and picturesque 
taverns, well organized 
beach bars for chill out or 
intense fun. 
Here, one can also test one’s 
skills in all sorts of water 
sports. 
The access to the beach 
and the parking is easy. The 
beach is the ideal scene 
for romantic weddings and 
beach parties that are often 
organized during summer 
time.

The excellent services and the 
exquisite infrastructure of the 
hotels in Santorini will cer-
tainly tempt you not to move 
from your room and enjoy a 
swim at the hotel swimming 
pool. Think again!  
The volcanic activity, the per-
sistent Aegean winds as well 
as the force of the sea have 
formed the unique physiology 
of the beaches in Santorini. 
Black, golden and red sand, 
white flat rocks and deep blue 
waters compose the diverse 
scenery of the coast of San-
torini. 

Kamari Beach
Accesible via public transport 
or personal vehicle is locat-
ed 10 km soatheast of Fira. 
Along the shore you will find 
a beautiful promenade for 
enchanting walks and nu-
merous commercial shops & 
cafes.
It boasts shallow waters and 
it is well protected from the 
winds.

Monolithos
A sandy beach with shallow 
blue waters and all ameni-
ties is the perfect choice for 
a relaxing swim and ideal for 
families.

Santorini’s
beaches

Perissa

MonolithosKamari
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Vlyhada
Vlyhada is probably the most characteristic 
beach of the island. The white, sculpted cliffs, 
as if plucked out of a science fiction movie, sur-
round the beach, creating a sense of privacy 
and relaxation. Take some time to explore the 
surroundings, as the shaped rocks by strong 
winds and the vehemence of the waves can be 
of particular interests to nature lovers; 
The effect  of nature has created stunning 
sculpts in the sand and on the rock, rivaling the 
creations of high artistic inspiration. In Vlyhada 
you will get the chance to enjoy your swim in 
peace and get isolated only if you wish to, as 
well as savour fresh fish bites accompanied by 
chilled beer in its taverns. 

Exo Gyalos
Discover locals’ favourite secret place for 
swimming Exo Gialos beach only 10 min. away 
from Fira by car. 
Settle down choosing a beautiful cabana or sun 
bed and indulge in an authentic Santorinean 
gastronomic experience by the sea at Gyalos 
beach restaurant

White Beach
Right next to the Red Sea there is the White 
Beach. It is more peaceful, smaller in size but 
just as rewarding. The sight of the carved white 
rocks is breathtaking.Kamari. For those who 
are seeking comfort and fun, Kamari is the ide-
al option. Five kilometers of black sand extend-
ing at the eastern part of the island right next 
to the airport, numerous beach bars, taverns 
and water sport centers as well as a marve-
lous view of the “Mesa Vouno” (Inner Mountain) 
form the unique scenery of Kamari.

Vlyhada

White Beach

Exo Gyalos
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No matter how windy it is, the 
sea at Mesa Pigadia is always 
calm. 
Take some time to discover the 
cave that connects Mesa Pig-
adia with the White Beach and 
the marvels of nature.

It is beyond doubt the most pictur-
esque bay of the island, situated right 
under Oia. 
Don’t leave Ammoudi without tasting 
the delicious fish bites of the taverns 
right on the seafront.

Mesa Pigadia

Following alongside the beach of 
Perivolos you will find a smaller bay 
named Agios Georgios. 
The beach is isolated and quiet for 
those who’d rather take a swim in pri-
vacy.

Perivolos - Ag. Georgios

Perivolos

Ammoudi

Mesa Pigadia
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Santorini has been bound 
to volcanic eruptions and 
a series of earthquakes 
throughout its long exist-
ence. The geological phe-
nomenon of the volca-
no has indeed created a 
location on earth char-
acterised by breathtak-
ing beauty, which tourists 
will be able to see mani-
fested on the multiple lay-
ers of solidified lava - one 
on top of the other - upon 
the Caldera cliffs, at the  

island’s beaches bearing  
black sand and lava  
pebbles of various colors  
and in the mainland where 
the soil contains ash and 
pumice. The volcano of 
the Kameni islet directly  
opposite the half-moon 
shaped Santorini, together 
with the submerged volca-
no in the area of Columbo 
beach will always bear an 
equal share of scientific in-
terest too.

Ancient settlement lo-
cated upon Messa Vouno 
mountain and at an alti-
tude of 385 meters above 
sea level which has as its 
epicentre the Agora main 
square of the prehistoric  
city. You can access it by 
car from Kamari.  
If you decide to walk from 
Perissa you will need half 
an hour.  After extensive 
excavations through-
out the years from Greek 
and foreign archaeolo-

gists starting in 1896, it 
was discovered that the 
city was inhabited from 
the 9th century BC un-
til 726 AD. Your vis-
it will be characterised 
by admiration, plenty of 
fresh air and stunning  
panoramic  views of the 
whole island. 

For more information 
call: 0030 22860 23217
Open daily  8:30 – 15:00 
Closed on Mondays.

the
ancientvolcano thira
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Whether you are a lover of historical 
and cultural tradition, a fan of admirable 
myths or a mere observer of the evolu-
tion of humanity, you must not leave the 
island without paying a visit to the arche-
ological sites of Santorini. 
The archeological site of Akrotiri, one of 
the most important sites in Greece, is 
open to visitors after eight years of res-
toration work. Following a cycle route, 
you can discover part of the well pre-
served ancient city that used to extend to 
200 acres and was densely populated by 
30.000 people. 
The remarkable accomplishments of an 
extremely advanced civilization were bur-
ied under the volcanic lava of the Minoan 
eruption, which occurred  in 1613 BC.  

An olive branch buried in ash – symbol of 
the ancient greek civilization – indicates 
the exact date of the eruption.  But the 
major natural destruction that took place 
proved to be a miraculous salvation for 
archeologists. The excavations, lead by 
the passionate archeologist Spyros Mar-
inatos, who lost his life while working at 
the site, brought to light remarkable find-
ings, that reveal details from the every-
day life and activity of a civilization dating 
back to the 17th century B.C.!
As you walk through the ruins try to men-
tally reconstruct the city and travel trough 
time. A guide will definitely help you de-
code the hidden secrets of the city. Other-
wise, a few tips about the site might come 
in handy in this mind game! 

Akrotiri
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The structure was dense and had multi-
story buildings. The interior of the houses 
was decorated with rich and multicolor-
ed frescoes, clearly influenced by Mi-
noan art style. Volcanic ash preserved 
the shape of many objects, which were 
reconstituted through their casts. The 
most noteworthy is a wooden table “Luis 
Quatorze style”, which is revealing to the 
sophistication of the inhabitants, whereas 
the must preserved in a barrel, reveals 
the continuity of civilization: the wine 
variety produced by the residents of the 
ancient city is the same that has made 
Santorini wines’ famous worldwide: As-
syrtiko!  

The residences had  organized ware-
houses, craft rooms, excellent urban 
planning, a fully developed water supply 
system and drainage system, which went 
down the paved streets and connected 
directly to the inside of the houses.  
The building materials that were used 
were stone, clay, mud bricks reinforced 
with straw, wood and plaster inside and 
out. The floors were insulated with wood, 
mud and plate. 
The most impressive finding is beyond 
doubt the well preserved frescos, which 
decorated mostly the upper floors of the 
buildings. 
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Most of them are kept in the National Ar-
cheological Museum in Athens, but some 
of them are now exhibited in the archeo-
logical museum of Santorini. 
The paintings reflect a refined and rich 
society. Women were dressed elegantly 
and luxuriously and wore make up and 
jewelry, even though no jewelry were 
found in the site, due to the organized 
evacuation of the city. 
The fresco of the blue ape, a species 
found in Ethiopia, reveal the contacts of 
the residents with distant lands, as the 
society of Akrotiri was mostly engaged in 
maritime trade. 

The multicultural society developed in 
Santorini was undoubtedly an extremely 
advanced civilization. It’s most impress-
ing attainments were the V-shaped keel 
that allowed boats to travel longer dis-
tances in high speed and the hollow “lost 
wax” casting.  
And for those who are searching for the 
vindication of a legend, read between the 
lines of Plato’s writings: Atlantis, a circu-
lar  island, inhabited by  a “golden” society 
highly advanced both socially and tech-
nologically with a great naval force, was 
sunk in just one day and just one night of 
true misfortune. Does it ring a bell?
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The largest of the Greek islands, its 
landscape is astoundingly diverse; 
from the White Mountains, a mountain 
range in western Crete, featuring the 
famous Samaria Gorge, mountain vil-
lages that take you back in time and 
amazing hiking trails, to the island’s 
renowned beaches, ranging from 
secluded coves, to the unique, exotic 
Palm Beach of Vai in eastern Crete. 
From west to east and from north to 
south there is a multitude of amazing 
beach resorts to chose from, catering 
to all needs and preferences. 

From the moment you draw your 
first breath of Cretan air, you 
know you have arrived in a land 
of history, myth and plenty. 

    the island 
of diversity 
145 minutes
    away

Discover Crete

Visitors who wish to discover for them-
selves the richness of the ancient Mi-
noan civilization can take advantage of 
organised day trips to Crete.
In just under two hours you can find 
yourself in the modern, bustling Cretan 
capital of Heraklion. 
From there, it is only a short drive to 
the mythical city of Knossos. Walking 
around the site of the ancient capital, 
among the ruins of the palace, which 
reverberate with timeless energy, the 
visitor experiences to the core, the vi-
tality and splendour of this ancient civ-
ilization whilst breathing the same air 
and experiencing the same light as the 
Minoan people of long ago.  

and Minoan
Civilization
4.500 years of history

Knossos Palace
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Outstanding collection of min-
erals & fossils of Santorini but 
also from the rest of Greece 
and abroad which include little 
treasures of 50.000 – 60.000 
years ago… 
If you are interested in a voyage 
back in time and to learn about 
the evolution of man and life 
on the planet then you will be 

fascinated by the significant 
exhibits of this particular mu-
seum.

SIGNIFICANT MUSEUMS SIGNIFICANT MUSEUMS
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Beautiful building built in 1960  
and located in the heart of the cap-
ital which hosts significant exhibits 
of the island’s long history. 
Here you will see collections of 
sculptures and inscriptions from 
the Archaic to the Roman period, 
as well as, vases, ceramic vessels 
and figurines, artefacts from the 

Minoan Era, impressive frescos  
from the Hellenistic period and 
findings from the Byzantine times 
categorised in halls. 

Spectacular museum in the cap-
ital which hosts significant find-
ings divided into four large halls 
from the excavations of Akrotiri 
archaeological site and from vari-
ous other sites on the island. The 
Neolithic and the post 
Cycladic era is well covered 
through rich collections of ob-
jects, oval shaped vases, jewellery, 
ceramics and elaborate frescoes 

plus the impressive statue of the 
golden goat. Include it in your 
tours and within half an hour you 
will have acquired the zest of pre-
historic Santorini.

Old cave house and ex-winery 
dating back to 1861 which now-
adays hosts a very interesting  
selection of tools used by  
carpenters, barrel makers, shoe-
makers and tinsmiths while 
it also boasts an art gallery,  
a library,  a fragrant yard with  
a cooling shade and the chapel 

of Agios Konstantinos. If you are  
interested in the cultural  
heritage of the island do not miss 
a visit there.

Fira
T.: 0030 22860 22217
Open daily 08:30 - 15:00
Closed on Mondays

0030 22860 71156
Open daily10:00 – 14:00 & 
17:00 – 20:00. 
Closed on Tuesdays

Fira
T.: 0030 22860 23217.
Open daily 08:30 – 15:00
Closed on Mondays

OIA
T.: 0030 22860 72000

Fira - Kontohori
T.: 0030 22860 22792
Open daily 10:00 – 14:00

A very interesting museum which 
first opened in 1956 and later 
moved at a beautiful mansion  
dating back to the 19th century. 
If you are a lover of anything  
related to the sea you will enjoy 
the specimens exhibited here 
ranging from seamen’s chests, 
uniforms, portraits and old  
maritime equipment to drawings, 
patterns and replicas of old and 

new Thiran ships plus impor-
tant photographs. This museum  
literally praises Santorini’s contri-
bution to the glorious history of the 
Hellenic Navy during the 19th and 
20th century. 

Museum of ancient, Byzantine 
and post-Byzantine musical in-
struments centrally located with-
in Oia village and housed in the 
old Community building, hosts 
a rich selection of instruments 
from a personal collection 
belonging to musician Mr Hala-
ris. 

The musical instruments have 
been collected through extensive  
research and personal care by 
the owner and date from 2.800 
BC to the early 20th century.  

Perissa 
T.: 0030 6977260048
Open daily 10:00 – 14:00
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The villages in the interior 
of Santorini are absolute-
ly worthy to see for their 
beauty and picturesque 
architectural character 
but also in order to ex-
perience the traditional, 
local feasts and festivities 
of religious genre pre-
senting visitors with local 
delicacies, plenty of local 
wine and folklore music 
and dancing. 
The best period for this, is 
around the 15th of August 
when all churches are 
celebrating and welcome 
tourists and visitors alike. 
In any case, each church 
celebrates the name of 

the Saint whose name it 
bears, meaning that there 
is always an opportuni-
ty for a traditional feast 
throughout the year. 
Emporio village has a 
strong medieval character 
with well-preserved tra-
ditional houses. Karter-
ados is a picturesque 
village distinguished 
by unique architecture 
of 19th century elegant 
ship-owner mansions 
and beautiful landscapes 
of vineyards. Megalo-
hori lies on a hill creat-
ing a labyrinth of steep 
alleys and streets and 
surrounded by uncount-

able vineyards. Adore its 
white Cycladic houses, 
the numerous churches 
and a divine main square. 
Vothonas presents tradi-
tional houses carved out 
of rocks and white domed 
churches along its stone-
paved alleys. The local 
festivals of Aghia Anna 
church and the chapel of 
Panagia Tripa will intro-
duce you to the essence 
of Santorini’s traditions. 
Messaria is a quaint vil-
lage surrounded by vine-
yards with magnificent 
neoclassical buildings 
and restored mansions. 
Drink Greek coffee at its 

main square under the 
trees. Mesa and Exo Go-
nia villages cherish the 
Byzantine church of Pa-
nagia Episkopi and tradi-
tional houses. 
Last but not least, the 
medieval settlement of 
Pyrgos up on a hill with 
panoramic views of the 
island, presents tradition-
al houses built around 
the Venetian castle and 
significant churches - 
Theotokaki, Aghia Triada, 
Aghia Theodosia and that 
of Archangel Michael - 
hosting important festi-
vals. 

& local religious 
festivals

Mainland, villages
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Beautiful medieval settlement and 
ex-capital of the island,
located up on a hill and offering 
panoramic views of the island, a 
beautifully preserved Venetian 
Castle, traditional houses of ex-
quisite architecture, interesting 
churches and chapels and, of 
course, numerous tavernas where 
you will taste the local cuisine. Do 
not omit to see the night turn into 
day during the annual representa-
tion of the volcano eruption at the 
end of August with use of large 
quantities of fireworks. Meander 
through the dense network of pic-
turesque alleys until you reach the 
outstanding monastery of Prophet 
Elias.

Wine village boasting a labyrinth 
of steep alleys, outstandingly 
impressive captain houses and 
mansions with large yards and 
surrounded by uncountable 
vineyards.
Adore its Cycladic architecture 
in abundance, the traditional 
churches and its divine main 
square which offers tavernas 
and cafes under the shade of 
trees. You can opt to walk to the 
two beaches of Plaka and Ther-
mi which are ideal for thermal 
therapeutic baths.

Pyrgos Megalochori
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on the 
       island’s    
churches & 

chapels
Santorini’s architecture is featured 
uniquely throughout its settle-
ments and is not only manifested in 
noble mansions, old windmills and 
colorful houses. Walking the stone-
paved alleys and driving along its 
roads, you will see hundreds of 
churches at all directions varying 
in size and color, although mostly 
praising white-washed walls and 
blue domes. 
Aghios Stefanos church in Mesa 
Vouno is the oldest on the island 
built in 5th century. The Orthodox 
Metropolis church located in Fira 
built in 1827 is the largest, cherish-
ing magnificent frescoes and mo-
saic floorings. 

Unique architecture
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Do not omit to visit the church of 
Kimisi tis Theotokou / Panagia 
Episkopi (Assumption of Virgin 
Mary) located in Mesa Gonia and 
built in 1115 in order to see out-
standing hagiographies and mar-
ble sculptures. The monastery 
of Profitis Elias built in 1712 also 
constitutes a great example of tra-
ditional ecclesiastical architecture 
and hosts a collection of ethno-
graphic material and old icons. 
 As far as chapels are concerned, 
there are plenty of those too and 
located in bizarre places. 

In Vothonas village you will find Pa-
naghia Serghina and Panaghia Tri-
pas chapels within a cave, while you 
will have to climb up the steep, rocky 
hill above Perissa beach in order to 
visit Panaghia Katefiani chapel. 
The Monastery of Holy Trinity in Pyr-
gos, the Dominican Convent in Fira 
and the Monastery of Aghios Niko-
laos in Firostefani built in 1651, also 
constitute architectural jewels wor-
thy of your visit.   
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INFORMATION

PARKING

CABLE CAR

TAXI

BUS STATION

TOWN HALL

HOSPITAL

PORT

BANK

POST OFFICE

FIRA MAP



TR
AV

EL
 S

AN
TO

RI
N

I

 T
RA

VE
L 

SA
N

TO
RI

N
I

76 77

IN
FO

R
M

AT
IO

N

C
H

U
R

C
H

PA
R

K
IN

G
B

U
S 

ST
AT

IO
N

H
O

SP
IT

A
L

PO
R

T

SU
N

SE
T 

VI
EW

PO
ST

 O
FF

IC
E

TO
W

N
 H

A
LL

N
AV

Y 
M

U
SE

U
M

PO
LI

C
E

OIA MAP

PIRGOS

Firostefani

Oia

Imerovigli

Exo Gialos

SANTORINI MAP



TR
AV

EL
 S

AN
TO

RI
N

I

 T
RA

VE
L 

SA
N

TO
RI

N
I

78 79

1. Visit the atmospheric settlement of 
Oia and enjoy the most magnificent 
sunset from the upper edge of the is-
land and its Castle.

2. Visit Faros at Akrotiri and see the 
whole of the Caldera and Santorini is-
land spreading in a half-moon shape in 
front of your eyes.

3.  Go on a private cruise or a boat trip 
to the volcano, the thermal springs, the 
island of Thirasia and along the Calde-
ra for a chance to see Santorini from a 
different angle that will fascinate you.

4.  Explore the villages in the mainland 
for acquiring the zest of traditional life. 
Visit Pyrgos in the heart of Santorini 
and acquire a bird-eye-view from Kas-
teli medieval castle. 

5.  Engage to an interesting wine tour at 
one or more of the awarded wineries.

6. Try the heart-warming and unique ex-
perience of donkey ride from Oia to Fira, 
across the mountain trail. Well-cared for 
animals and kindly local guides, allow 
you to take in the surrounding landscape 
at a more leisurely pace. 

7. Dine at a restaurant or traditional 
tavern and feast to the unique flavor of 
the local products that grow delicious 
against the difficult weather conditions 
and the scarcity of water.

8.  Visit the atmospheric spot of Skaros 
rock in Imerovigli for a gorgeous sunset 
and a thrilling sensation.

9. Explore the archaeological sites of Ak-
rotiri and Ancient Thira for an amazing 
voyage back in time.

10.  Walk along the stone-paved footpath 
that joins Fira and Oia which unfolds ma-
jestic landscapes of endless vineyards 
on one side and breathtaking views of 
the Caldera on the other.

things to doTOP 10 things to doTOP 10
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Cretan Association 
of Santorini “Arcadi” 2018

1/7

4/7
11/7

23/7

30/7

6/8

Summer Party
DJ Rania Kostaki 
with DJ Timo

Summer Live Concerts
Giannis Charoulis

Summer Live Concerts
Sampanis

Summer Live Concerts
Socratis Malamas &
Thanassis Papakonstan-
tinou

Summer Live Concerts
Paola

Smyrna
A great musical journey 
and vocal melodies of 
Izmir composers

Fira High 
School

Fira High 
School

Fira High 
School

Fira High 
School

Fira High 
School

Fira High 
School

21:30

21:30

21:30

21:30

21:30

21:30

Free

15€

15€

15€

18€

Free


