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White stone hous-

es, sea of cobalt 
blue, volcanic sand 
and the Aegean 
breeze...  Step into 
the master peace of 
a talented artist!

Santorini, is a top in-
ternational tourist des-
tination and is seen 
in personal wishlists 
of millions of people 
worldwide. It is a part 
of Greece, a country 
you might have never 
visited before and 
probably looks noth-
ing like what you left 
back home. 

This small Greek is-
land, located among 

numerous other in the 
Aegean Sea, stands 
out for its peculiar  ge-
ological environment 
and its rich history is 
strongly connected to 
the volcanic activity. 
The landscape will 
overwhelm you, the 
sunsets will enchant 
you and the history 
will fascinate you. 

Do not dare to resist 
to Santorini’s magic, 
it’s inevitable that 
you will give in to it  
eventually, so just  
relax and enjoy...

In other words,  
welcome to Santorini!
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The island of Santorini is a part of Greece –  
a member-state of the EU at the southeaster 
end of the Mediterranean basin, cherishing a 
mainland with high mountains and massive.  
It is located in the southeastern part of the 
Aegean Sea, just north to the island of Crete 
and is surrounded by a sea with countless 
islands.

At its previous form, before the volcanic 
eruption, it was round shaped. Today, it 
constitutes a complex of five islands, which 
belong to the Cyclades, with Santorini  
being the larger amongst them. The others 
are Thirassia, Aspronissi and the volcanic  
islands of Palea and Nea Kameni.

Santorini now has a half-moon shape and 
together with its satellites covers a total 
area of 623 km2 (34.990 sq. miles). A se-
ries of enormous volcanic explosions alter-
nated the islands’ landscape and formed the  
breathtaking steep cliffs called the Caldera 
and a lagoon looking sea between it and its 
former four parts. 

Its geological energy and its unique wild 
beauty contribute to why it is ranked as a top 
worldwide tourist destination. 

The island counts 15.000 inhabitants and 
is undergoing massive tourism expansion  
after the 1950s. The capital city is named 
Fira. It is worthy to see many other  
settlements on the Caldera, villages at its  
interior and its beaches with black sand on 
the eastern side.

It is famous for its gastronomy and its  
winery as well as its quality art and  
magnificent jewellery.

    about
Santorini
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The island cherishes a rich 
history in time due to one 
element of undisputable  
significance: Its volcanic ac-
tivity has not only affected  
its own course - again and 
again - but allegedly that 
of other islands around it. 
Bound to volcanic eruptions  
and a series of earthquakes, 
visitors see nowadays this 
manifestation on the layers 
of solidified lava on top of 
each other clearly apparent  
on the Caldera cliffs, at the 
beaches with their black 
sand and lava pebbles of 
various colors and in the 
mainland where the soil 
contains ash and pumice. 

The island acquired a 
half-moon shape in 1645 
BC when the volcano in its 
center erupted, yielding 
smaller islands next to it, 

two of which are volcanic 
(Palea & Nea Kameni isl.). 

Despite its volcanic past,  
it was populated by many 
civilizations: Neolithic Pe-
riod, Minoans, Phoenicians,  
Lacedaemonians, the Hel-
lenistic Period when it 
also became an important 
trade center and significant  
naval base, the Byzantine  
Empire, the Roman Empire,  
the Venetians, crusaders,  
pirates and finally the  
Ottoman rule from which it  
became independent in 
1821 and was united with 
Greece in 1830. 

All of those tribes and 
eras have left their mark 
on the island. Search for 
the sites and get a taste of 
wealthy history.

History
at a glance
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This tiny Greek island has 
very little arable land which 
nonetheless cherishes a  
unique mixture of nutrients  
in its soil (volcanic ash, lava 
and pumice stone). This fact  
in combination to the high  
daytime temperatures and 
the nocturnal humidity, are 
all ideal for the cultivation of 
more than 35 grape varieties  
yielding exuberant wine. 

As Santorini experiences  
strong winds throughout the 
year, the cultivators shape the  
vines into low growing round 
baskets called the “ampelies”.  
Whether you are a lover of  
red or white wine, chances  
are you will be enchanted  
by the excellent wines of the  
island which are known,  
respected and appreciated  
around the world. 

Archaeologists reveal that  
viniculture and winemaking in 
Santorini, date as far back as 
the Bronze Age…Evidence has 
also shown that the vineyard of  
Santorini is the original one  
planted after the eruption of the 
volcano making it one of the  
oldest in Europe and a priceless 
part of the European viticultural 
heritage. The ancient varieties of 
Athiri, Assyrtiko and Mandelaria 
are still cultivated with great care 
and the picturesque vineyards 
that cover the island are more 
than 100 years old retaining their 
original root stocks. 

Seek for bottles of Aedani and 
Mavrotragano too, as well as, of 
the prestigious Vinsanto aperitif.

Wine
project 
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Wine is strongly linked to  
Santorini’s gastronomic history. The 
archaeological evidence prove that 
wine cultivation dates back almost 
5000 years, and that some of the  
islands’ varieties were in fact devel-
oped in the ancient times, preserved 
throughout the years because of 
the volcanic soil of Santorini and its  
durable vineyards that have never 
been affected by diseases. 

The vineyards, in this island, are 
quite unlike any other in the world. 
The ground’s uniqueness and the is-
land’s extremely inhospitable climate  
has made cultivation devoted to the 
original techniques. 

The “kouloura” vineyard is basically  
a coil of vines that sits directly on 
the ground and over time comes to  
resemble a basket. Its aim is to  
protect the vines and their fruit 
from brutal winds as well as harsh  
summer sun and to absorb the  
humidity of the sea.

Santorini
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Panos Zouboulis, a pioneer oe-
nologist, with thirty years of experi-
ence in the field of wine in Greece 
and abroad, is complementing the 
Athenian House restaurant gour-
met menu with a sophisticated 
wine, champagne and spirits list. 

Sharing his time between Argen-
tina, Nemea and Santorini, P. Zou-
boulis - a true specialist in organic 
and biodynamic cultivation of vines 
and olives - is putting his faith in 
greek winemaking by selecting va-
rieties thriving only on Greek soil, 
such as assyrtico or malagousia, 
as well as international varieties, 
grown and bottled in Greece. 

He takes every opportunity to 
exalt Santorini vines, grown for 
centuries in the volcanic soil of the 
island and representing few of the 
rare intact vines worldwide, and 
invites us to taste original cocktails 
with the basis of local spirits, such 
as Santorini sweet wine Vinsanto, 
or Masticha from Chios.

The Athenian 
House wine

specialist
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Wine
varieties

Santorini produces mostly 
white wine, and some reds, 
almost exclusively from  
indigenous grape varieties.  
Dominant among these is 
the white grape Assyrtiko, 
which is grown using ancient  
dry-farming methods and 
produces dry, full-bodied 
white wines with citrus  
aromas combined with a pleas-
ing mineral character. 

Athiri is an ancient greek 
variety, producing medium-
bodied wines with delicate aro-
matic qualities. 

Aidani produces pleasantly 

aromatic wines with medium 
body and nice acidity. Among 
the red varieties, the most note-
worthy is Mavrotragano, which 
produces deep red colored wine 
with intense tannins and gives 
aromas of fresh red fruits and 
spices. Lastly, Mandilaria also  
produces a wine of deep red 
color and has medium body 
and aromas of dark red fruit. 

But Vinsanto is in fact the 
crown jewel of Santorini wines. 

A sweet dessert wine, 
made from a blend of  
Assyrtiko, Aidani, and Athiri 
that is aged in oak casks for 

at least 3 years,  taking on rich  
flavours of caramel and  
Angostura bitters while main-
taining incredible acidity. In the 
following page you will see  
the island’s basic wineries, 
most of which offer tour to 
their facilities and wine tasting 
events. 

A visit to the Union of  Santorini 
Cooperatives, SantoWines  will 
give you an insight to local  
tradition, heritage and  San-
torini’s vineyard. 

SantoWines’ winery is among 
the state - of - the - art infra-
structure in Greece. 

The exquisite location at the  
village of Pyrgos and the  
hospitality facilities of highest  
standards offering a breath-
taking view of the Caldera,  
have established SantoWines  
s one of the top wine-tourism 
destinations with more than 
300.000 visitors per year and 
their fruit from brutal winds  
as well as harsh summer  
sun and to absorb the  
humidity of the sea.
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SantoWines was founded  
in 1947, as a Union of the  
Santorini winemaker and 
farmer cooperatives. 

Ever since, it has safeguarded  
the traditions, rich agricultur-
al heritage and unique prod-
ucts of Santorini. The union’s  
winery, in Pyrgos, stands out 
as one of the most impressive 
infrastructures in Greece. 

In a warm and hospitable 
environment overlooking the 
caldera, it attracts more than 

300.000 visitors each year 
and is considered a top wine- 
tourism destination globally.

The winery’s main attraction 
is of course the Asyrtiko variety.  
Initially produced in Santorini, 
it can now be found elsewhere 
in Greece. 

However, only in Santorini 
can one truly experience the 
richness and delicate mineral  
density of this exceptional  
wine. SantoWine took the  
variety a step further and 

produced the first sparkling 
Asyrtiko in the world. Santo  
Sparkling Brut Méthode  
Traditionnelle traps the  
explosive volcanic soul of  
Santorini into a glass of wine 
and reveals a new aspect 
of this much loved and rare  
variety. Santo Union is not just 
about wine. 

The island’s farmers continue  
the traditional production of 
delicious local products such 

as fava, yellow split peas with 
an exceptional earthy taste, 
and Santorini tomato, a firm, 
dry and extremely aromatic  
variety. To make their taste 
even more intense, the  
tomatoes are turned into a 
paste, mixed with local olive 
oil, oregano and capers and 
served as a dip. 

An authentic delicacy that 
one must not miss while  
visiting the Winery.

SantoWines - Union of 
Santorini Cooperatives
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      ARGYROS 
      ESTATE

EPISKOPI
+30 22860 31489 www.estate-argyros.com

      ART SPACE WINERY EXO GONIA
Τel.: +30 22860 32774 www.artspace-santorini.com

      BOUTARI 
      WINERY  
      SANTORINI

MEGALOHORI
+30 22860 81011 www.boutari-santorini.gr

      CANAVA  
      ROUSSOS

EPISKOPI
+30 22860 31349 www.canavaroussos.gr

      DOMAINE SIGALAS BAXES-OIA
+30 22860 71644 www.sigalas-wine.com

      GAIA WINES
EXO GONIA
+30 22860 34186
+30 210 8055642-3

www.gaia-wines.gr

      GAVALAS WINES MEGALOHORI
+30 22860 82552 www.gavalaswines.gr

      HATZIDAKIS  
      WINERY

PYRGOS
+30 22860 32466 www.hatzidakiswines.gr

      KARAMOLEGOS              
      ARTEMIS WINERY

EXO GONIA
Τel.: +30 22860 33395

www.artemiskaramolegos-
winery.com

      KASTELI WINES VOTHONAS
Tel.: +30 22860 32047 karamova@otenet.gr

      KOUTSOGIAN-
      NOPOULOS WINERY
      & WINE MUSEUM

VOTHONAS
+30 22860 31322 www.volcanwines.gr

      SANTOWINES
PYRGOS
+30 22860 22596 www.santowines.gr 

      VENETSANOS  
      WINERY

MEGALOHORI
+30 22860 21100 www.venetsanoswinery.com

1
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Wineries
List of

PIRGOS

Oia
AMMOUDI
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The locally sourced prod-
ucts and recipes you will have 
the chance to try here are 
unique in the world. Its delicious  
agricultural products are grown in 
volcanic soil, watered by the sea 
and the evening humidity. Pro-
duction is small scaled due to the 
weather conditions but there is 
enough for everyone who is seek-
ing the “real thing”! 

Taste the unique ‘fava’ split 
peas, the ‘tomataki’ cherry  
tomatoes which have been  
cultivated on the island since 1880, 
the white eggplants, green capers, 
broad beans, zucchinis, cucum-
bers and melon. 

Grate the special “green” cheese 
over a dish of fresh barley pasta 
and enchant your palate. Dip the 
traditional crisp-bread into extra 
virgin olive oil and add a pinch of 
oregano. Feast in the freshest fish 
and seafoods you have ever tasted 
in your life…

As for dessert, seek the  
countless variations of sweet 
fruit cubes preserved in syrup,  
as well as, the traditional  
“melitinia” pastry cookies which 
are typical of the island and contain 
soft “myzithra” cheese. Whether 
you seek for traditional or gour-
met options, it is certain that the 
food will delight you and you will 
be spoilt for choice of tavernas and 
restaurants.

 Precious and 

distinctive gastronomy 

embraced in the island’s 

microcosm which 

has acquired veritable 

international recognition.

Gastro-
nomy
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Beaches
Perivolos – Perissa

The long beach that 
stretches in the southeastern 
part of the island is divided 
into two successive bays, 
named Perivolos and Per-
issa. The thick, black sand, 
and the deep, crystal water 
are its characteristics. Along 
the coast there are trendy 
restaurants and picturesque 
taverns, well organized 
beach bars for chill out or in-
tense fun. Here, one can also 
test one’s skills in all sorts of 
water sports. The access to 
the beach and the parking is 
easy. The beach is the ideal 
scene for romantic weddings 
and beach parties that are 
often organized during sum-
mer time.

Agios Georgios
 Following alongside the 

beach of Perivolos you will 
find a smaller bay named 
Agios Georgios. The beach is 
isolated and quiet for those 
who’d rather take a swim in 
privacy.

The excellent services and the exquisite infrastructure  
of the hotels in Santorini will certainly tempt you not 
to move from your room and enjoy a swim at the hotel 
swimming pool. Think again!  

The volcanic activity, the persistent Aegean winds as 
well as the force of the sea have formed the unique 
physiology of the beaches in Santorini. 

Black, golden and red sand, white flat rocks and deep 
blue waters compose the diverse scenery of the coast 
of Santorini. 
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Vlyhada
Vlyhada is probably the 

most characteristic beach of 
the island. The white, sculpt-
ed cliffs, as if plucked out of 
a science fiction movie, sur-
round the beach, creating a 
sense of privacy and relaxa-
tion. 

Take some time to explore 
the surroundings, as the 
shaped rocks by strong winds 
and the vehemence of the 
waves can be of particular in-
terests to nature lovers; 

The effect  of nature has 
created stunning sculpts in 
the sand and on the rock, ri-
valing the creations of high 
artistic inspiration. 

In Vlyhada you will get the 
chance to enjoy your swim in 
peace and get isolated only if 
you wish to, as well as savour 
fresh fish bites accompanied 
by chilled beer in its taverns. 

 

Red Beach
Getting there might be a bit 

of a hassle but once you set 
foot at the Red beach you will 
feel as if you are entering   
a Star Trek movie set! 

The deep red cliffs surrounding  
the bay create an extraterrestrial   
sensation, reminiscent of images  
from Mars. 

If you enjoy snorkeling you 
will definitely find a swim there 
interesting: the red sea bed is 
quite a sight! 

For those who can’t be bothered  
to walk you may get there by 
boat.

White Beach
Right next to the Red Sea there 

is the White Beach. 
It is more peaceful, smaller in 

size but just as rewarding. 
The sight of the carved white 

rocks is breathtaking.
Kamari
For those who are seeking 

comfort and fun, Kamari is the 
ideal option. Five kilometers 
of black sand extending at the 
eastern part of the island right 
next to the airport, numerous 
beach bars, taverns and water  
sport centers as well as a 
marvelous view of the “Mesa  
Vouno” (Inner Mountain) form 
the unique scenery of Kamari.
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Mesa Pigadia
No matter how windy 

it is, the sea at Mesa 
Pigadia is always calm. 

Take some time to  
discover the cave that  
connects Mesa Pigadia 
with the White Beach 
and the marvels of  
nature.

Ammoudi
It is beyond doubt the 

most picturesque bay of 
the island, situated right 
under Oia. Don’t leave 
Ammoudi without tasting 
the delicious fish bites of 
the taverns right on the 
seafront.

Monolithos
A sandy beach with  

shallow blue waters and 
all amenities is the perfect 
choice for a relaxing swim 
and ideal for families.



36 | TRAVEL GUIDE SANTORINI    SANTORINI TRAVEL GUIDE  | 37

  Fun 
 Activities 

If you consider yourself the 
adventurous type of 

a traveler then Santorini 
might just be an ideal 

holiday destination for you. 
Depending on your mood, 
as well as your appetite for 

action, the island offers  
several options for fun 
and activities, mainly 

revolving around the sea. 

BOAT TOUR TO THE VOLCANO
Leaving Santorini without visiting 

the volcano is like leaving Paris 
without visiting the Eiffel Tower. Its 
history, morphology, agricultural 
production, the beauty and the 
tragedy of the landscape are all 
linked to the volcano of Santorini, 
active for 2,5 million years to our 
days. Boat cruises departing daily 
from the ports of Fira and Oia are 
sailing straight to the island of Nea 
Kameni. Some cruises provide 
guided tours to the island, focus-
ing on the craters and the history 
of the volcano.
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WATER SPORT 
For those who often imagine  

themselves on their skis,  
waving to the shore from afar, 
looking sporty and tanned, the 
sport centers located right on 
the beach at Kamari, Perivolos 
and Perissa provide all ameni-
ties and equipment for water 
sport. Water – skiing, canoe-
ing, jet skiing, windsurfing, 
boogie board, waveriding, as 
well as beach sports such as 
beach volley and beach soccer  
are available at the large  
organized beaches of Santorini. 
The seabed of the red and the 
white beach are of special  
interest and unique beauty.

PRIVATE CRUISES
Private cruises are without 

a doubt the most luxurious 
and easy way to discover the 
hidden beauties of Santorini, 
as well as the neighboring 
islands. 

High performance sailing  
vessels, with their own  
captain and crew upon  
request, guarantee the  
ultimate sailing experience 
in the deep blue, welcoming, 
waters of the Aegean Sea. 
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Santorini has been 
bound to volcanic erup-
tions and a series of 
earthquakes throughout 
its long existence. The 
geological phenomenon 
of the volcano has in-
deed created a location 
on earth characterised 
by breathtaking beauty,  
which tourists will be 
able to see manifested  
on the multiple layers 
of solidified lava - one on 
top of the other - upon 
the Caldera cliffs, at the  
island’s beaches bearing  
black sand and lava  

pebbles of various colors  
and in the mainland 
where the soil contains 
ash and pumice. 

The volcano of the 
Kameni islet directly  
opposite the half- 
moon shaped Santorini, 
together with the sub-
merged volcano in the 
area of Columbo beach 
will always bear an 
equal share of scientific  
interest too.

Ancient settlement  
located upon Messa 
Vouno mountain and 
at an altitude of 385  
meters above sea level  
which has as its epi-
centre the Agora main 
square of the prehistoric  
city. You can access it by 
car from Kamari.  

If you decide to walk 
from Perissa you will 
need half an hour.  
After extensive exca-
vations throughout the 
years from Greek and 
foreign archaeologists 
starting in 1896, it was  

discovered that the city 
was inhabited from the 
9th century BC until  
726 AD. Your visit will  
be characterised by  
admiration, plenty of  
fresh air and stunning  
panoramic  views of the 
whole island. 

For more information 
call:
0030 22860 23217
 
Open daily 
8:30 – 15:00 
Closed on Mondays.



46 | TRAVEL GUIDE SANTORINI    SANTORINI TRAVEL GUIDE  | 47

Akrotiri
Whether you are a lover of historical 

and cultural tradition, a fan of admirable 
myths or a mere observer of the evo-
lution of humanity, you must not leave 
the island without paying a visit to the 
archeological sites of Santorini. 

The archeological site of Akrotiri, one 
of the most important sites in Greece, is 
open to visitors after eight years of res-
toration work. Following a cycle route, 
you can discover part of the well pre-
served ancient city that used to extend 
to 200 acres and was densely populated 
by 30.000 people. 

The remarkable accomplishments 
of an extremely advanced civilization 
were buried under the volcanic lava of 
the Minoan eruption, which occurred  
in 1613 BC.  An olive branch buried in 
ash – symbol of the ancient greek civi-
lization – indicates the exact date of the 
eruption.  But the major natural de-
struction that took place proved to be a 
miraculous salvation for archeologists. 
The excavations, lead by the passion-
ate archeologist Spyros Marinatos, who 
lost his life while working at the site, 
brought to light remarkable findings, 
that reveal details from the everyday 
life and activity of a civilization dating 
back to the 17th century B.C.!



As you walk through the ruins try 
to mentally reconstruct the city and 
travel trough time. A guide will defi-
nitely help you decode the hidden se-
crets of the city. Otherwise, a few tips 
about the site might come in handy in 
this mind game! 

The structure was dense and had 
multistory buildings. The interior of 
the houses was decorated with rich 
and multicolored frescoes, clearly 
influenced by Minoan art style. Vol-
canic ash preserved the shape of 
many objects, which were reconsti-
tuted through their casts. The most 
noteworthy is a wooden table “Luis 
Quatorze style”, which is revealing to 
the sophistication of the inhabitants, 
whereas the must preserved in a 
barrel, reveals the continuity of civi-
lization: the wine variety produced by 
the residents of the ancient city is the 
same that has made Santorini wines’ 
famous worldwide: Assyrtiko!  

The residences had  organized 
warehouses, craft rooms, excellent 
urban planning, a fully developed 
water supply system and drainage 
system, which went down the paved 
streets and connected directly to the 
inside of the houses.  The building 
materials that were used were stone, 
clay, mud bricks reinforced with 
straw, wood and plaster inside and 
out. The floors were insulated with 
wood, mud and plate. 

The most impressive finding is 
beyond doubt the well preserved 
frescos, which decorated mostly the 
upper floors of the buildings. Most 
of them are kept in the National Ar-
cheological Museum in Athens, but 
some of them are now exhibited in the 
archeological museum of Santorini. 
The paintings reflect a refined and 
rich society. Women were dressed 
elegantly and luxuriously and wore 
make up and jewelry, even though no 
jewelry were found in the site, due to 
the organized evacuation of the city. 
The fresco of the blue ape, a species 
found in Ethiopia, reveal the contacts 
of the residents with distant lands, as 
the society of Akrotiri was mostly en-
gaged in maritime trade. 

The multicultural society developed 
in Santorini was undoubtedly an ex-
tremely advanced civilization. It’s 
most impressing attainments were 
the V-shaped keel that allowed boats 
to travel longer distances in high 
speed and the hollow “lost wax” cast-
ing.  And for those who are searching 
for the vindication of a legend, read 
between the lines of Plato’s writings: 
Atlantis, a circular  island, inhabited 
by  a “golden” society highly advanced 
both socially and technologically with 
a great naval force, was sunk in just 
one day and just one night of true mis-
fortune.

 Does it ring a bell?



50 | TRAVEL GUIDE SANTORINI    SANTORINI TRAVEL GUIDE  | 51

The largest of the Greek islands, its 
landscape is astoundingly diverse; 
from the White Mountains, a mountain  
range in western Crete, featuring the 
famous Samaria Gorge, mountain  
villages that take you back in time and 
amazing hiking trails, to the island’s 
renowned beaches, ranging from  
secluded coves, to the unique, exotic 
Palm Beach of Vai in eastern Crete. 
From west to east and from north to 
south there is a multitude of amazing 
beach resorts to chose from, catering to 
all needs and preferences. Luxurious  
5-star hotels, family-oriented resorts 
and more affordable and relaxed guest 
houses. 

Long stretches of gold, sandy beaches,   
pebble-strewn coves traditional taverns  
and romantic restaurants, an amazing  
night-life, delicious local cuisine,  
architecturally unique cities and towns 
- there is something for every visitor 
to indulge in. The island’s main cities 
combine modern architecture with  old 
Venetian and Turkish elements and of 
course, Crete being the centre of the  
Minoan Civilisation, there are numerous  
archaeological sites where the visitor 
can immerse himself in the island’s 
rich history.  

The most famous of all sites is the an-
cient city of Knossos with its amazingly  
well-preserved Minoan Palace.

Discover 
Crete
the island of diversity

From the moment you draw your 
first breath of Cretan air, you know 
you have arrived in a land of history, 
myth and plenty. 
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Visitors who wish to discover for 
themselves the richness of the ancient 
Minoan civilization can take advantage of 
organised day trips to Crete.

In just under two hours you can find 
yourself in the modern, bustling Cretan 
capital of Heraklion. 

From there, it is only a short drive to 
the mythical city of Knossos. Walking 
around the site of the ancient capital, 
among the ruins of the palace, which  
reverberate with timeless energy, the 
visitor experiences to the core, the  
vitality and splendour of this ancient 
civilization whilst breathing the same air 
and experiencing the same light as the 
Minoan people of long ago.  

A Palace so close to you!

Heraklio-
Knossos
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Significant  museums
Archaeological Museum in Fira
 

Beautiful building built in 1960  
and located in the heart of the 
capital which hosts significant 
exhibits of the island’s long 
history. Here you will see  
collections of sculptures and 
inscriptions from the Archaic to 
the Roman period, as well as,  

vases, ceramic vessels and fig-
urines, artefacts from the Mi-
noan Era, impressive frescos  
from the Hellenistic period and 
findings from the Byzantine 
times categorised in halls. 

For more information call :
0030 22860 22217
Open daily 08:30 - 15:00
Closed on Mondays

Lignos Folklore Museum in 
Kontohori - Fira

Old cave house and ex-winery 
dating back to 1861 which now-
adays hosts a very interesting  
selection of tools used by  
carpenters, barrel makers, 
shoemakers and tinsmiths 
while it also boasts an art gallery,  

a library,  a fragrant yard with  
a cooling shade and the chapel 
of Agios Konstantinos. If you are  
interested in the cultural  
heritage of the island do not 
miss a visit there. 

For more information call :
0030 22860 22792
Open daily 10:00 – 14:00

Naval Maritime Museum in Oia
A very interesting museum 

which first opened in 1956 and  
later moved at a beautiful mansion  
dating back to the 19th century. 
If you are a lover of anything  
related to the sea you will enjoy 
the specimens exhibited here 
ranging from seamen’s chests, 
uniforms, portraits and old  
maritime equipment to drawings, 

patterns and replicas of old and 
new Thiran ships plus impor-
tant photographs. This museum  
literally praises Santorini’s con-
tribution to the glorious history of 
the Hellenic Navy during the 19th 
and 20th century. 

For more information call: 
0030 22860 71156
Open daily10:00 – 14:00 & 
17:00 – 20:00. 
Closed on Tuesdays

Museum of ancient, Byzantine 
and post-Byzantine musical 
instruments in Oia

Centrally located within Oia 
village and housed in the old 
Community building, the mu-
seum hosts a rich selection of 
instruments from a personal 
collection belonging to musician 

Mr Halaris. 
The musical instruments have 

been collected through extensive  
research and personal care by 
the owner and date from 2.800 
BC to the early 20th century.  
In order to visit the museum  
you will have to make an  
appointment by calling at  
0030 22860 72000. 

Museum of minerals and fossils in 
Perissa

Outstanding collection of min-
erals & fossils of Santorini but 
also from the rest of Greece 
and abroad which include little 
treasures of 50.000 – 60.000 
years ago…If you are interested  

in a voyage back in time and 
to learn about the evolution 
of man and life on the planet 
then you will be fascinated by  
the significant exhibits of this  
particular museum.

For more information call: 
0030 6977260048
Open daily 10:00 – 14:00

Museum of Prehistoric Thira in Fira
Spectacular museum in the 

capital which hosts significant 
findings divided into four large 
halls from the excavations of 
Akrotiri archaeological site 
and from various other sites 
on the island. The Neolithic 
and the post Cycladic era is 
well covered through rich col-
lections of objects, oval shaped 

vases, jewellery, ceramics 
and elaborate frescoes plus 
the impressive statue of the 
golden goat. Include it in your 
tours and within half an hour 
you will have acquired the zest 
of prehistoric Santorini.  

For more information call :
0030 22860 23217.
Open daily 08:30 – 15:00
Closed on Mondays
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Santorini has inspired artistic creation for thousands of 
years. The intense colours of nature’s elements, blue 
sea, red earth, crimson sun, have been combined with 

the simplicity of the relief and produced artistic masterpiec-
es since the Cycladic era, 2.500 years ago.
The island has an enormous artistic heritage, which is still 
admired today. In a place where beauty comes natural, art-
ists and art lovers settle and use it as background for their 
creations or collections. Galleries showcase this beauty 
through all forms of art: sculpture, photography, painting, 
pottery and silversmithing.

MATI Gallery features the 
modern and tasteful works 
of art by Yorgos Kypris. 

It attracts thousands of 
visitors every year, people 
who wish to admire the art-
ist’s special style, depicting 
thoughts on society, art and 
the environment. 

Another interesting gallery 
is Tzamia Krystalla, where 
works by Greek and foreign 
artists are exhibited in a 
space with a long tradition 
and experience in art.

Oia is famous for its classy 
atmosphere. It is also home 
to some of the most beautiful 
galleries, such as Opera Art 

Gallery. 
Established in 1988, it has 

exhibits paintings and sculp-
tures that stimulate the eye 
and imagination. On the main 
marble street, Replica is a 
place where one can discov-
er Greek art tradition through 
beautiful creations: glass 
compositions, wall paintings 
and ceramics, as well as 
replicas of works by famous 
Greek artists. 

In his photo gallery, the 
awarded photographer 
Nikos Rigopoulos presents 
fascinating landscapes from 
Santorini and other destina-
tions around the world.

the Art Side 
of Santorini
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The villages in the interior 
of Santorini are absolutely 
worthy to see for their beauty 
and picturesque architectural 
character but also in order to 
experience the traditional, lo-
cal feasts and festivities of reli-
gious genre presenting visitors 
with local delicacies, plenty of 
local wine and folklore music 
and dancing. 

The best period for this, is 
around the 15th of August when 
all churches are celebrat-
ing and welcome tourists and 
visitors alike. In any case, each 

church celebrates the name of 
the Saint whose name it bears, 
meaning that there is always 
an opportunity for a traditional 
feast throughout the year. 

Emporio village has a strong 
medieval character with well-
preserved traditional houses. 

Karterados is a picturesque 
village distinguished by unique 
architecture of 19th century 
elegant ship-owner mansions 
and beautiful landscapes of 
vineyards. Megalohori lies on a 
hill creating a labyrinth of steep 
alleys and streets and sur-

rounded by uncountable vine-
yards. Adore its white Cycladic 
houses, the numerous church-
es and a divine main square. 

Vothonas presents traditional 
houses carved out of rocks and 
white domed churches along 
its stone-paved alleys. The 
local festivals of Aghia Anna 
church and the chapel of Pana-
gia Tripa will introduce you to 
the essence of Santorini’s tra-
ditions. Messaria is a quaint vil-
lage surrounded by vineyards 
with magnificent neoclassical 
buildings and restored man-

sions. Drink Greek coffee at its 
main square under the trees. 
Mesa and Exo Gonia villages 
cherish the Byzantine church 
of Panagia Episkopi and tradi-
tional houses. 

Last but not least, the medi-
eval settlement of Pyrgos up 
on a hill with panoramic views 
of the island, presents tradi-
tional houses built around the 
Venetian castle and significant 
churches - Theotokaki, Aghia 
Triada, Aghia Theodosia and 
that of Archangel Michael - 
hosting important festivals. 

Mainland, villages 
& local religious 
festivals
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Do not omit to see the night turn 
into day during the annual repre-
sentation of the volcano eruption at 
the end of August with use of large 
quantities of fireworks. 

Santorini’s architecture is featured  
uniquely throughout its settlements 
and is not only manifested in noble  
mansions, old windmills and  
colorful houses. 

Walking the stone-paved alleys 
and driving along its roads, you will 
see hundreds of churches at all  
directions varying in size and color, 
although mostly praising white-
washed walls and blue domes. 

Aghios Stefanos church in Mesa 
Vouno is the oldest on the island 
built in 5th century. 

The Orthodox Metropolis church 
located in Fira built in 1827 is the 
largest, cherishing magnificent 
frescoes and mosaic floorings. 

Do not omit to visit the church 
of Kimisi tis Theotokou / Panagia  
Episkopi (Assumption of Virgin  
Mary) located in Mesa Gonia and  
built in 1115 in order to see out-
standing hagiographies and marble 
sculptures. 

Unique architecture 
on the island’s churches 
and chapels
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The monastery of Profitis  
Elias built in 1712 also  
constitutes a great example 
of traditional ecclesiastical  
architecture and hosts a  
collection of ethnographic 
material and old icons. 

As far as chapels are  
concerned, there are plenty 
of those too and located in 
bizarre places. In Vothonas 
village you will find Panaghia 
Serghina and Panaghia Tripas  
chapels within a cave, while 
you will have to climb up 
the steep, rocky hill above  
Perissa beach in order to visit 
Panaghia Katefiani chapel. 

The Monastery of Holy  
Trinity in Pyrgos, the Domini-
can Convent in Fira and the 
Monastery of Aghios Nikolaos  
in Firostefani built in 1651, 
also constitute architectural 
jewels worthy of your visit.   
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Once upon a time, somewhere in 
the early 20th century, Santorini’s 
economy was based on farming and 
one of its most famous products 
was the small-sized tomato. A dry 
firm and aromatic fruit, ideal for the 
making of canned tomato paste. 
That’s how the first tomato fac-
tory was constructed, in 1915, by 
Dimitrios Nomikos. In 1945, his son 
Georgios builds a much more mod-
ern facility in Vlychada. The factory 
was independent, able to produce 
even the tin containers for the to-
mato paste. The main turbine was 
powered with steam and at first, 
they used coal as fuel.
After the war, both demand and 
production of tomato increased. 
The industry prospered and No-
mikos installed factories in other 
places around Greece. As Santorini 
became a popular tourist destina-
tion, the farming of tomato was 
gradually abandoned. 
Today, it is considered a rare and 
delicious local product, used to 
prepare traditional recipes and dif-
ficult to find outside the island. The 
tomato factory was shut down in 
1981, but the business of the No-
mikos family is still active, with 
modern factories in Aliartos and 
Domokos.

The old factory was transformed 
into a modern industrial muse-
um. Today, it offers the visitors 
a chance to explore the past and 
follow the course of Santorini’s 
most famous product. The visi-
tor becomes acquainted with 
traditional methods, applied by 
the island’s tomato farmers in 
the past and learns about San-
torini’s history and other tradi-
tions.
Among the exhibits, one can see 
appliances and machinery dat-
ing as far back as 1890, old tools, 

the brand’s first labels and vide-
os of people who used to work in 
the factory, sharing their stories 
and experience.
The Tomato Museum also serves 
as the premises of the Santorini 
Art Factory, a museum of mod-
ern art and an active art space, 
hosting events and training pro-
grams all through the year. 
A visit to this multi-purpose ven-
ue is a chance to link past and 
present through art and history. 
A once in a lifetime experience, 
to live in Santorini.

the 
D. Nomikos 

Tomato 
Museum
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The Santorini Arts Factory  
is a museum of arts created  
in 2014, at the premises of 
the old tomato factory in  
Vlychada. Its’ aim is to  
promote the Greek cultural  
heritage to Greeks and  
foreigners who visit Santorini 
and to contribute to the artistic  
development of the is-
land, through events and ex-
hibitions of high quality, by  
showcasing the work of world  
renowned modern artists.

The S.A.F.’s mission evolves 
around three axes:

- The artistic events pro-
gram: a festival, which takes 
place mainly during summer 
season, comprising of various  
events, music, drama and 
dance performances, as well as 
art exhibitions.

- Next comes the axe of  
education: with training  
programs are presented all 
through the year, in coopera-
tion with schools, teachers and 
art associations, as well as Mu-
seums, Festivals and Art Institu-
tions (this year’s “partnerships” 
include two prestigious insti-
tutions: the Cycladic Arts Mu-
seum and the Onassis Cultur-
al Centre).

- Last but not least: the 
axe of history and tradition.  
The building and its’ sur-
roundings become the scene 
and visitors travel to the 
past and explore Greece’s  
industrial tradition, via the “D. 
Nomikos Industrial Tomato  
Museum”. Guided tours, ex-
hibits from the last centu-
ry and multimedia presenta-
tions are completed with other  
programmes on the island’s 
gastronomy and agricultural 
tradition.

S.A.F. 
Santorini 
Arts Factory
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Music Dance - Acrobatics

Theatre Party

Poetry Theatre for Children

21:30
19/07Maraveyas 

Illegal
21:30

07/08

21:30
18/08Optima

Vangelis Trigas

21:30
21/08Lunatics

Pink Floyd 
Tribute

21:30
24/07Gadjo Dilo

21:30
21/07

Cher’s 
Wet Dream 
Collective 20:30

10/08
Mr. Kich and 
the Secret Box 
of Sounds
Copernikos Team

21:30
16/08

Plato,
Socrates
Apology
Directed by 
Dimos Avdeliodis

20:30
23/07

Two Strong - 
Headed 
Spoons
Copernikos Team 21:30

11/08
Stamatia 
Argyropoulou
Eleni Ouzounidou

21:30
19/08

Greece Kills
Vasilis 
Papavasiliou

22:30
20/07

21:30
09/08

Dreamtime 
Healing 
Concert

Crutches or how
I UnLearned 
to Walk
Art Vouveau

21:30
27/07

Markus 
Stockhausen
Night has a 
Thousand Eyes

21:30
05/08

Τhe Journey
Stavros 
Xarhakos

21:30
02/08

Socrates 
Now
John Simonides

20:00
29/07

A Journey 
to the Lyrical 
Song
Trio Viaggio

21:00
04/08Fabrica 

Rosso

21:30
31/07

Pray To 
Nothing – 
Solo Juntos

21:30
24/08Psarantonis

21:30
27/08JazzMatazz

21:30
06/09

Socrates 
Now
John Simonides

21:30
29/08Sokratis 

Malamas

21:30

03-04
/09

Twilight
Motimaru 
Dance Company

18:30
28/07

On/Walking 
αnd Thinking 
/Off
Horacio 
Wainhaus

18:30
25/07

Aristophanes’ 
Ornithes
Aegean Exodus
at the Volcano

18:30
26/07

Aristophanes’ 
Ornithes
Aegean Exodus

Silent Theatre

Sa
nt

or
in

i A
rt

s 
Fa

ct
or

y 
Ev

en
ts

 2
01

6
Alexandra 
Papastefanou
Daphne 
Panourgia

Santorini Arts Factory Events 2016
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Santorini Cultural Events 2016 July - August - September
04
AYG

12
AYG

04
JUL

Morning mass dedicated top 
Saint Andreas of Crete

Red church 
(Panayia Kokkini)
07:00 am.

05
JUL

“Tour in the galaxy”

Children’s musical 
performance by 
Burger Project

Fira High School
21:00

Theater for Children
by Theatro tou Vorra

22
JUL

Fira High School
21:00

“Profession Prostitute”
by Lily Zografoy
with Alexandra
 Palaiologou

consert
Melina Aslanidou

18
AYG

Monolithos beach
21:30

Open concert 
with the music of
Dimitris Chatzilazaridis

21
AYG

consert
Maria Nomikou

10
SEP

Waves restaurant
παραλία Περίσσας
21:30

Raki Event with 
Manolis kontaros and
Nikos Zoidakis

25
AYG

Skaramagas Tavern, 
Monolithos
21:30

Antikristo Festival with
Giorgos and Nikos 
Stratakis

28
AYG

Pyrgos, central Sq.
21:30

Musical by
Alma Libre Team

29
AYG

18
JUL

consert
Despoina Vandi

Fira High School
21:30

Fira High School
21:30

Fira High School
21:30

Fira High School
21:30

01
AYG

MIKIS THeODORAKIS ORCHeSTRA
“Tsitsanis & theodorakis”

Performers: Dimitris Basis, Sofia Papazoglou

Fira High School
21:30

27
JUL

Fira High School
21:30

consert
Alkistis Protopsalti

Oia, 
Panayia Platsani
21:30

Musical by
Alma Libre Team
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Top 10 things to do Top 10 things to do
1. Visit the atmospheric settlement of 
Oia and enjoy the most magnificent 
sunset from the upper edge of the is-
land and its Castle.

2. Visit Faros at Akrotiri and see the 
whole of the Caldera and Santorini is-
land spreading in a half-moon shape in 
front of your eyes.

3.  Go on a private cruise or a boat trip 
to the volcano, the thermal springs, the 
island of Thirasia and along the Caldera 
for a chance to see Santorini from a dif-
ferent angle that will fascinate you.

4.  Explore the villages in the mainland 
for acquiring the zest of traditional life. 
Visit Pyrgos in the heart of Santorini 
and acquire a bird-eye-view from Kas-
teli medieval castle. 

5.  Engage to an interesting wine tour 
at one or more of the awarded winer-
ies.

6. Try the heart-warming and unique ex-
perience of donkey ride from Oia to Fira, 
across the mountain trail. Well-cared for 
animals and kindly local guides, allow 
you to take in the surrounding landscape 
at a more leisurely pace. 

7. Dine at a restaurant or traditional 
tavern and feast to the unique flavor of 
the local products that grow delicious 
against the difficult weather conditions 
and the scarcity of water.

8.  Visit the atmospheric spot of Skaros 
rock in Imerovigli for a gorgeous sunset 
and a thrilling sensation.

9. Explore the archaeological sites of Ak-
rotiri and Ancient Thira for an amazing 
voyage back in time.

10.  Walk along the stone-paved footpath 
that joins Fira and Oia which unfolds ma-
jestic landscapes of endless vineyards 
on one side and breathtaking views of 
the Caldera on the other.
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INFORMATION

PARKING

CABLE CAR

TAXI

BUS STATION

TOWN HALL

HOSPITAL

PORT

BANK

POST OFFICE

FIRA MAP
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