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Your flight 
has landed

It doesn’t take much to under-
stand that you have finally landed 
in Greece. The old time classic 
postcard of the greek islands lies in 
front of you: 50 shades of blue and 
touches of white for your eyes only! 
Indeed, Mykonos is one of the 33 
Cyclades - one of the island groups 
that constitute the Aegean Archi-
pelago. 
It has a population of 10.134 
inhabitants and a total area of 85.5 
square kilometres. 
According to the greek mythology, 
Hercules buried the Giants that he 
killed during the Gigantomachy un-
der the impressive rock formations 
of Mykonos. 
The name Mykonos seems to 
indicate “piles of stone” or “rocky 
place”, as indeed is the rough and 

imposing landscape of the island.  
Yet, this relatively small piece of 
land has developed its tourism 
industry already in the 60’s and re-
ceives today over 2 million visitors 
per year. 
This number proves that you have 
not just visited any greek island, 
but in fact you have set foot on the 
“Kira” (Lady) of the Aegean. 
Take your time and look through 
this guide in the company of a cool 
drink, in order to find out more 
about the culture and the history 
of the island which dates back to 
3000 BC (!), its connection to art 
and fashion, its long ties with the 
international jet set, your countless 
options in terms of entertainment 
and much more.   
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Legendary
chic & Glamorous

Known worldwide as the place to be 
in Greece, Mykonos is often associ-
ated to greek summer, the endless 
blue of the Aegean Sea and the 
dazzling white of the Cyclades. 
The “island of winds” as it is often 
called by the Greeks, has been for 
decades an exclusive paradise for 
international jet-setters, the rich 
and the famous, who have once 
upon a time been enchanted by its 
unique style and have forever decid-
ed to drop anchor in its welcoming 
port. 
Yet Mykonos is so much more that 
what one may imagine by look-
ing at a picture of a glossy travel 
magazine and can please equally all 

types of visitors for all that it can of-
fer: art, food, fashion, history; dreamy 
sandy beaches; luxurious touristic 
facilities in absolute harmony with its 
rough cycladic landscape; one of the 
most sophisticated nightlifes in the 
world; perfumes, sounds and flavours 
of the sea, all served for the delight of 
one’s likings. 
Above all, Mykonos is its people and 
Mykonians claim - rightfully so - 
ownership of the concept of turning 
simplicity into the impeccable style. 
So take a piece of advice before start-
ing your own “tailor made” adventure 
in the island: do not resist its modus 
vivendi - surrender, let go and enjoy... 
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The Enny Monaco boutiques, synonymous with elegance and style, 

have been benchmark stores for almost three decades promoting fash-

ion and quality clothes and accessories.

In Athens there are three boutiques and one in the popular island of 

Mykonos. Enny Monaco is a fashion destination and located in the 

most beautiful square in Chora “Three Wells”, where the atmosphere 

is very elegant and classy as three chapels surround the square.

 

The boutique is decorated with handmade light grey vintage tiles and 

aged brass metal details that blend beautifully with the Cycladic archi-

tecture of the  island.

Today, Enny Monaco, continues to offer evocative clothes that have 

been individually hand-picked from a number of niche labels.

Our philosophy is:

“Elegance is much more expensive than luxury”

MYKONOS 

Tria Pigadia, +30 22890 77100
ATHENS
KIFISIA: 16, Levidou Str .  +30 210 8086331
KOLONAKI: 23, Herodotou Str.+30 210 7290805   
GLYFADA: 41, Laodikis Str. +30 210 8940153

Personal Shopping Service Available

www.ennydimonaco.com                                         ennymonacostores

3.1 PHILLIP LIM | ALAΪA | AGNONA | AQUAZZURA | ANTHONY VACCARELLO

BALMAIN |  CHRISTIAN LOUBOUTIN  |  DODO BAR  |  FAITH CONNEXION 

GIAMBATTISTA VALLI | GOLDEN GOOSE | HERVE L. LEROUX | JONATHAN SIMKHAI 

KITON  |  LISA MARIE FERNANDEZ  |  MARCO DE VINCENZO  |  MARK CROSS

MARY KATRANTZOU | MUGLER | MYRIAM SCHAEFER | NANCY GONZALEZ

OSCAR DE LA RENTA | PETER PILOTTO | ROLAND MOURET | SONIA RYKIEL

STEPHAN JANSON | THE ROW | TOMAS MAIER | VICTORIA BECKHAM | VINCE

VITA KIN | ZAC POSEN | ZIMMERMANN | etc.



A Chora dressed
in white

The preserved settlement of 
Chora is a fine example of Cycladic 
architecture and one of the most 
beautiful in insular Greece. 
Though most Choras of the Cycladic 
islands are amphitheatrically built, 
as a protection from pirate raids, 
the Mykonian Chora is flat.
In fact the ancient city was situ-
ated southeast of Chora’s current 
location, but it was abandoned 
during the 6th or 7th century, due 
to pirate invasions. 

A complex labyrinth style street 
plan was later developed in order 
to keep pirates and strong winds 
ashore, around the castle which 
was built in a fortified location 
with wells, between the bays of 
Tourlos and Korfos.
The Mykonian Chora, treeless, 
barren, usually very windy in high 
summer and forever dressed in 
white is simply irresistible. 
Do not miss the opportunity to 
wander around the narrow alleys 
of the worlds ‘ most photogenic 
white-washed town, and take with 
you the image of sugar-cube houses 
with their terraces and “pezoules” 
and blue or red domed churches 
adorned with bright pink and pur-
ple bougainvilleas.

Do not miss the opportunity 
to wander around the narrow 
alleys of the worlds ‘ most 
photogenic white-washed 
town!
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Preserving the long tradition of jewel-
ry art dating back in the ancient times, 
modern Greek jewelry designers are 
considered both technically as well as 
aesthetically amongst the best in the 
world. 
Their refined, detailed work stands out 
for its finesse and elegance. On the 
island of Mykonos one may find some 
of the most renowned boutiques in 
Greece, specializing on handcrafted 
jewelry. 
For those who wish to offer a truly 
unique and exquisite present to the 
most loved ones, don’t forget that a 
handmade piece of jewelry may only 
be compared to a piece of art. 

Greek
Jewelry
Designersand

handmade 
pieces

On the island of Mykonos one 
may find some of the most re-
nowned boutiques in Greece, 
emphasizing on handmade 
jewelry work. 
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From the beautiful creations 
found in the excavations of 
Delos to the famous work-
shop of Maroulina, jewelry 
constitutes a special chapter 
in the culture of Mykonos.
Inspired by nature’s patterns 
(vine leaves, trees, fruits, 
snails, pine cones, seashells), 
they are created with semi 
precious and precious mate-
rials, gold and silver, deco-
rated with stones, pearls and 
corals. Jewels were passed 
from mother to daughter and 
many are still found in crypts, 
hidden from the corsair raids.
Designs were enriched as 
time went by with patterns 
from the orient, byzantine 

themes and religious ele-
ments. 
For centuries, future grooms 
sent the wedding dress to 
their fiancée along with a pair 
of expensive diamond ear-
rings. The girl’s ear piercing 
was a beautiful ceremony, 
performed with red thread 
during puberty.
This magnificent heritage 
was put together by a terrific 
lady, Sofia Thanopoulou, also 
known as Maroulina, who in-
stalled her workshop in the 
1950’s and created jewelry 
for the most famous people 
of the time, such as Elisabeth 
Taylor.

the Art of 
Jewelry





V.(ery) I.(mportant) 
M.(ykonians)      

Mykonos’s celebrity status harks 
back to the swinging ‘60s, when 
a certain Greek tycoon, Aristotle 
Onassis, sailed in the harbor on 
his yacht with opera diva Maria 
Callas. His eternal rival, ship-
ping magnate, Stavros Niarchos, 
rocked up on his legendary 
sailboat, the “Creole” and in the 
company of Greta Garbo, Rudolf 
Nureyef, Princess Firyal of Jordan 
and many more. 
Jackie Kennedy first visited the 
island in 1961, putting Mykonos 
on the VIP destination map. She 
would come back many times as 
Jackie O’ and would become the 
first Lady in the hearts of the 
locals.
In the meantime, internation-
al movie stars such as Sophia 
Loren, Brigitte Bardot and Grace 
Kelly were part of the interna-
tional jet set to grace Mykonos’ 
shores. 

now and then

VIM then

Jackie Kennedy 
first visited the 
island in 1961, put-
ting Mykonos on 
the VIP destination 
map.
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But while looking at the island’s 
black and white photo album, 
the pictures of Melina Merkouri 
- or just Melina for the Greeks 
- stand out: wearing cigarette 
trousers and Breton stripe tops, 
with her golden hair dancing in 
the strong winds, Melina was 
the symbol of carefree spirit. 
An equally emblematic figure, 
Soraya of Iran, the “princess 
with the sad eyes”, spent all 
summers in Mykonos, wrapped 
in turquoise embroidered 
caftans, wearing large hats and 
golden sandals.
In the late 80’s, Shirley Valen-
tine found her one true Greek 
love watching the sunset at Ay-
ios Ioannis beach. Since then, 
Hollywood has casted the spot-
light firmly on Greece’s most 
legendary island and up until 
now, many of its stars have 
wandered the narrow streets of 
Matoyiannia. 

Mykonos Boutique
Akti Kambani, 35
T. (+30) 22890 79121
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The nature, all along inspiration-
al muse of Marco Bicego’s works, 
finds once again a refined dimen-
sion in the sophisticated design 
of the new version - Diamond Lu-
naria. Lunaria draws its name from 
the namesake flower: its exquisite 
and elegant style where every 
little detail holds a secret, reveals 
in every irregular hand engraved 
element an inimitable lightness, 
stating the extraordinary artisanal 
knowledge, heritage of the gold-
smith tradition of Vicenza.
This ultimate version of the be-
loved collection in its white gold 
and diamond shines with an irre-
sistible dreamy light, and recalls 
the leaves of lunaria that flutter 
in the breeze.

Diamond 
Lunaria



MYKONOS BOUTIQUE

Akti Kambani, 35
(+30) 22890 79121

marcobicego.com
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With a life story as stormy as the Cycladic 
winds and as glamorous as the parties held 
in Mykonos in the 60’s, Yiannis Galatis has 
been for decades an emblematic figure of 
the island. His famous Grecian style textile 
clothes designs were worn by Hollywood stars, 
international jet setters and royalties, such as 
Elisabeth Taylor, Rita Hayworth, Olivia de Hal-
livand, Greta Garbo, princess Soraya of Persia, 
Grace Kelly and many more, and his creations 
were presented with great success 
ain all fashion capitals around the world. 
A great thanks on our behalf goes to Giannis 
Galatis for allowing us to use part of his rare 
photographic archive. 
You may visit his atelier - Anna frank ‘ s house 
- at Manto square, where he hosts some of 
his own creations as well as the work of other 
artists .

The diamond expert and talented 
designer Elina Anagnostopoulou 
continues the family tradition of 
jewelry business, which was es-
tablished in 1959, by creating her 
own brand, named Elle Amber.
Elle Amber’s inspired collections 
reflect the colors, the atmosphere 
and the aura of the Greek islands. 
Her designs combine the beauty of 
Ancient Greece with contemporary 
lines, the glow of luxury and the 
excellence of simplicity and give 
the ideal touch to every special 
moment, as a statement 
of elegance!

Born a 
mykonian

-Mykonos: 
32, Matogianni Str.
T. +30 22890 26440
-Cavo Tagoo Hotel:
T: +30 22890 78750
www.elleamber.com 



And just when you thought stardust had 
settled in the 90s, Mykonos has come 
back into vogue with a vengeance and 
emerged once again as the celebrity 
island. 
Hollywood stars, DJs, singers, foot-
ballers and basketball stars, Lindsay 
Lohan, Cristiano Ronaldo, Rihanna, 
the Kardashians, a rollcall of famous 
names has invaded the island, flooded 
its beaches and crowned Mykonos the 
undisputed summer queen of hip and 
trendy holiday destinations. 
During the pick of the summer season 
the most famous sets of legs strut down 
its narrow labyrinthine alleys, while its 
long sandy beaches are turned into a 
fashion catwalk for the most 

photographed flawless figures, such 
as that of Alessandra Ambrosio and 
Bar Rafaeli. 
Next to international celebrities, 
the entire greek jet set flocks to its 
shores all through summer, adding 
the necessary local flavour to the 
island’s lifestyle. 
Charming poses, sophisticated, 
avant garde appearances and care-
free moments attract the interest of 
paparazzi and the attention of non - 
celebrities. But at the end of the day, 
in this hive of glam you can’t help 
but become part of the VIP crowd. 
After all, a flashy smile and the right 
attitude is all it takes... 

VIM now
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Passion
for fashion

There could be no other place more 
appealing to fashionistas than 
Mykonos. If you are one of them, if 
your style is a point of reference for 
common people and your talent is 
to turn anything into trend then you 
have landed in the right place. 
When it comes to style, anything 
is allowed in Mykonos; feel free to 
experiment, discover, inspire and be 
inspired by the fashionable crowd 
and the avant garde culture of the is-
land, which for many years has been 
one of the favourite destinations of 
top fashion designers worldwide. 
With them, inevitably, came along 
the opening of many international 
fashion brand boutiques. So in case 
you forgot to pack your branded 
sandals do not panic: you can always 
buy a new pair!

If on the other hand you are looking to 
invest into something more original, 
then take the time to wander around 
the narrow alleys of the Chora. Your 
trained eye will immediately spot the 
fashion boutiques that correspond to 
your style. 
Do not resist, every penny spent in 
the island is money well spent, as 
what you buy in Mykonos can only be 
found there. A small but handy tip for 
you my dear fashionista: check in two 
pieces of luggage on your outbound 
flight, one to bring back your favourite 
outfits, sprinkled with drops of the 
Aegean sea and dried under the greek 
hot sun, and one to carry back your 
brand new tailored made Mykonian 
wardrobe!
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When in Mykonos do it as the Myko-
nians do, which basically means two 
things: 
a. do it in style and 
b. spend at least two thirds of the day at 
the beach, simply because the sea and 
the sun is good for you and your tan!   
Do not stress about finding a beautiful, 
sandy beach in the island, they are 
many, and they are all easily accessible, 
most of them organized with many 
tourist facilities, from seaside accom-
modation to beach bars, restaurants 

Suntaned

and water sports centers. 
Browse through “Discover Mykonos“ and 
find everything you need about the beach-
es of the island. 
But to save you some time, in case you 
can’t wait to put on your swimming suit 
and dive, here follows a mini guide of the 
most famous beaches on the island:

My
ko

no
s
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8

6

7

5
for those who want to sun-
bathe next to a Hollywood 
star, a famous football 
player and all local VIPs.

if you are a true party animal 
and are or like eccentric

if you are a party animal but not 20 
years old anymore and belong to 
the mainstream crowd.

for those who do not need a 
swimming suit or forgot to 
bring one.

for the adventurous and the 
nature lovers.

for the windsurfers.

The exclusive version of Psarou, 
for those who keep a lower 
profile during their holiday.

famous for its “hippie” past.

Psarrou
1

2

4

Super 
Paradise

Agios 
Sostis

3
Kalo Livadi

Lia

Ftelia

Panormos

Paradise
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Little 
Venice

a “ Made 
in Europe” 
fashion label

The most beautiful sunset in 
the island can be seen while 
sitting at one of the many cafes 
of Little Venice, while sipping 
a glass of chilled wine. Little 
Venice, named after the italian 
city due to a vague similar-
ity to it, is by far the most 
photographed area of Mykonos 
and rightfully so. The coastal 
houses, routed on the seabed, 
with their colourful wooden 
balconies overhanging the sea 
like fruit from the branches of 
trees, were built in the 18th 
century and were residences of 
wealthy merchants and sea-
farers. The actual name of the 
famous mykonian quartier  is 
“Alefkandra”, coming from the 
greek verb “lefkeno” (whiten), 
as housewives of past times 
used to wash their linen at that 
beach. 
Nowadays, it is the most fre-
quented part of Chora, offering 
plenty of options all day long 
for eating, or simply enjoying a 
coffee or drink. 

How can two creators, coming from 
the Swiss Alps find their way to the 
Aegean Sea and land in Mykonos? 
Seeking his inspiration from his city 
of origin, the enchanting Beirut,  Ro-
land met Michael’s passion for colours 
and purity of nature, deriving from the 
images of his youth in the Swiss moun-
tains and the SS16 Silk Road Collection 
by “Mourjjam” is born! 
The Silk Road Collection is an explo-
sion of colours, shapes and prints, 
designed for the modern woman who 
is effortlessly elegant and sophisticat-
ed. In other words, it is made to dress 
the woman who chooses nowhere but 
Mykonos for her summer adventures... 

Mykonos Boutique
Zanni Pitaraki 6
Chora-Mykonos

www.mourjjan.com
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ideal for families

the meeting point of the 
night owls

for the alternative jet setters. 

if you are looking for a peace of mind. 

for those who like mingling with 
the locals.  

if you are the athletic type.

Platis Yalos

Paragka

Elia

Fokos
Mersini

Kapari
Kalafatis 
Agia Anna

9 12

13

14

10

11

Find all beaches in Discover Mykonos
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Time 
for 
action
What is the first thing that 
comes into mind when you hear 
the word Mykonos? Partying 
of course! Partying along with 
countless adjectives: endless, 
crazy, original, enchanting, in-
viting, diverse, non-stop, you 
name it, Mykonos can offer it. 
But the most accurate adjective 
which best describes entertain-
ment in the island, is sophisti-
cated. 
Entertainment in Mykonos is 
not a matter of time of the day, 

price, place or crowd, as the in-
numerable options offered, can 
meet every taste and vice, even 
the most demanding ones.  It is 
on the other hand a matter of 
quality and class that define it. 
Beach bars, clubs, lounge cafes 
and bars, one off events, con-
certs, DJ acts, private parties 
or simply a glass of wine at your 
hotel balcony, depending on 
the mood of the day, will defi-
nitely keep you busy through-
out your holiday. 

When it comes to entertainment in 
Mykonos there is only one valid tip: 
live the moment and go with the flow; 
trying to plan your day will only spoil 
the fun. 
Caution though! If you suffer from se-
vere FoMO (fear of missing out) there 
is a great chance that you will exhaust 
yourself by trying to keep up with all 
that is happening in the island. But 
hey there, at the end of the day we 
only live once!    

Entertainment in Mykonos 
is not a matter of time of 
the day, price, place or 
crowd, as the innumerable 
options offered, can meet 
every taste and vice, even 
the most demanding ones.
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DELOS

The island bears traces of the 
succeeding civilizations in the 
Aegean world, from the 3rd 
millennium B.C. to the palaeo-
christian era. Already in the 16 
century BC, Delos was a major 
worship site, inhabited by Myce-
naeans and later taken over by 
the Ionians who turned it into 
their religious pilgrimage. During 
the Archaic and Classical period 
the island reached the peak of its 
glory, acquiring a Pan-Hellenic 
character, as it was believed to 
be, according to greek mythology, 
the birthplace of the twin gods, 
Apollo and Artemis. 
Delos became the Apollonian 
sanctuary. 
Cultural and commercial activity 
was revolving around the sacred 
island, eventually giving the 
name to the group of islands 
“Cyclades”, which in fact refers 
to the islands forming an imagin-
able cycle (Cyclades < Κυκλάδες 
<κύκλος =cycle) around Delos. 
In classical times, Delos became 
the center of the first and second 

The
Sacred Island
Delos, the so-called “sacred island” due 
to its religious significance in ancient 
times, is located just 2 miles Southwest of 
Mykonos. 
It constitutes one of the most import-
ant archaeological sites in Greece and is 
enlisted in the UNESCO World Heritage List 
since 1990. 
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Delian League, an alliance of 
city - states led by Athens. In 
Hellenistic times it acquired 
its independence and evolved 
into a major commercial and 
shipping center. 
The period of prosperity 
continued in Roman times, as 
the Romans converted it into 
a free port and the largest 
slave market of the region. Two 
disastrous attacks, in 88 BC by 
Mithridates, King of Pontus and 
in 69 BC by pirates, led to its 
decline and final abandonment. 
 

The archaeological site is exception-
ally extensive and rich and conveys 
the image of a great cosmopolitan 
Mediterranean port. 
The archaeological museum of Delos 
is today one of the most famous in 
Greece. 
It is arranged in nine rooms. Six 
rooms contain the statues and reliefs 
found in Delos, two rooms contain 
pottery ranging from the prehistoric 
to the late Hellenistic period, and 
the last one contains various objects 
of everyday life, found in the private 
houses. 
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Boats to Delos depart daily from 
the main harbour of Mykonos, 
from June to September. Guided 
excursions on the island and 
around the archaeological sites 
usually last 3 hours and the 
last boat from Delos back to 
Mykonos leaves at 3 o’clock in 
the afternoon. Note that Delos 
and its neighbouring island 
Rineia, the necropolis of Delos, 
are under the protection of the 
Hellenic Ministry of Culture. 
The mooring of ships and over-
night stay of individuals with-
out authorisation is prohibited. 
Even if this was not in your 
initial plans, Delos is definitely 
worth visiting. 
And while you are at it, if you 
have the luck to own a private 
boat, make sure you sail around 
Rineia and discover some amaz-
ing spots for a private swim. 

The archaeological 
museum of 
Delos is today one 
of the most famous 
in Greece. 
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And then there 
was light....
Apollo, son of Zeus and Leto, 
brother of the chaste huntress 
Artemis, is one of the 12 Olym-
pian Gods and has been various-
ly recognized as the god of the 
sun and light, music, prophecy, 
poetry and more.
According to the myth, when 
Hera, Zeus’ jealous wife, found 
out that Leto was carrying her 
husband’s children, she cursed 
her not to give birth on “terra 
firma” and kidnapped Eileithyia, 
the goddess of childbirth, to 
prevent Leto from going into 
labor. Zeus felt sorrow for Leto 
and transformed her into a quail 
(ortyx) to help her give birth to 
their children. 
In her wanderings, Leto came 
across a floating rock, beaten 
by the waves and blown by the 
wind, barely visible from the 

surface of the sea, where she 
sought refuge, after having 
promised that the wandering 
like her barren island would 
stop hovering and settle in one 
place. For nine days she was 
suffering from labour pains. 
First she gave birth to Artemis, 
who then acted as a midwife to 
her mother to bring her brother 
to the world. And so she did, 
leaned against a palm tree and 
with her eyes set on mount Kyn-
thos, from where Zeus oversaw 
the birth of his glorious son. 
From that moment on, Zeus 
firmly tied the island to the 
bottom of the sea with adaman-
tine chains, bringing it into the 
light (Delos< δηλόω=bring out). 
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aRt The Cycladic culture devel-
oped in the central part 
of the Aegean archipelago 
during the Early Bronze 
Age, between 3200 and 
2000 BC. 
Thanks to their strategic 
position in the central 
Aegean and their mineral 
resources (marble, obsidian, 
etc.), these islands enjoyed 
a privileged role in trade 
and became a crossroads 
and a melting pot of 
diverse cultural influences, 
clearly reflected in objects 
of art. 
The best-known art of 
this period are the marble 
figures called “idols” or 

“figurines”, often of musi-
cians, a testimony of the 
significance of arts in the 
everyday life.  
The Aegean Sea has forever 
been a source of inspiration 
to artists as well as art 
lovers. Mykonos has turned 
over the years into a natu-
ral harbour for artists from 
all over the world, who 
surrendered to the purity 
of its light and the clarity 
of its colours, following the 
creative urge that is nested 
in the island. 
Take the time to visit some 
of the many art galleries, it 
is well worth it...  

The best-known art of this 
period are the marble figures 
called “idols” or “figurines”, 
often of musicians, a testimo-
ny of the significance of arts 
in the everyday life.  
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Open daily, 8:30 a.m to 3:00 
p.m, except Mondays and public 
holidays

The Archaeological Museum 
of Mykonos was built in 
1902, in order to house the 
finds from the “Purification 
Pit” of 426/5 B.C., which 
was discovered in 1898 on 
the islet of Rheneia, by 
Dimitris Stavropoulos. The 
highlight of the museum 
is the collection of vases, 
ranging from the Prehistoric 
to the late Hellenistic peri-
od (25th-1st century B.C.). 
Grave statues, stelae and 
funerary urns from Rheneia, 
and some finds from Myko-
nos itself are also exhibited.  

Open April to October, daily, 
10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 6:30 
to 9:00 p.m.

The museum is housed in a 
captain’s Nikolaos Sourmelis 
mansion of the 19th century 
and was founded by the 
Mykonian ship owner Geor-
gios Drakopoulos in 1983. 
The museum’s collection is 
dedicated to the history of 
shipping in the Aegean Sea 
from Antiquity to modern 
times. Its exhibits include 
ship models from the pre-Mi-
noan period to the end of 
the 19th century, maps, 
engravings, numerous coins, 
amphorae, navigation and 
shipping instruments etc.

Archaeological
Museum

Aegean Maritime 
Museum  

Culture Break
After a few days of partying in Mykonos 

you might urgently consider a culture 
fix. Take a tour of the local museums: 

they are rather interesting, linked to the 
island’s traditions and culture and just 
the right size for a summer holiday cul-

ture break.
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Open April to October, daily 
from 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. daily 
except Sundays

The two-storey captain’s 
house of the 18th century 
that houses the Folkloric 
Museum is located within 
the Venetian castle near 
Parapotiani Church. 
It has six main exhibition 
halls where collections of 
antique furniture, byz-
antine icons, ceramics, 
historical commemorative 
plates, decorative prints 
and gravures, as well as 
embroidered and hard-wo-
ven fabrics, locks and keys, 
weights and measures, a 
collection of model boats, 
and other historical arte-
facts are exhibited. On the 
ground floor you may see 
the well of pirate Mermele-
chas which was discovered 
during restoration works 
in 1977.  

Open April to October, daily 
19:00- 21:00
Free entrance

Right next to the Aegean 
Maritime Museum you will 
find this typical middle 
class mykonian house of 
the 19th century, named 
after its last owner, Lena 
Skrivanou. Lena’s House is 
a branch of the Mykonos 
Folklore Museum. 
It consists of a spacious 
drawing room, two bed-
rooms, two courtyards and 
a dovecote. Furniture and 
ornaments (embroidery, 
tapestries, wood carvings, 
old mirrors, painted plates, 
engravings etc), brought 
back by merchants and cap-
tains from their travels in 
the Mediterranean and the 
Black Sea, are a reminder of 
the rich maritime tradition 
of the island.  

Folkloric Museum Lena’s House
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The lighthouse of Armenistis (Αρμενιστής 
< αρμενίζω= to sail), named after the cape 
where it is located, is 7 km away from Myko-
nos town. This impressive octagonal tower, 
built in 1891, is 19 metres tall and still opera-
tional. Its construction was decided following 
the sinking of the english steamer VOLTA in 
1887, on the north coast of Mykonos, where 
11 members of the crew were drowned. 
The mechanism of the original lamp was func-
tional at the top of the lighthouse until 1983. 
Since then it is exhibited in the courtyard of 
the Maritime Museum, housed in a tradition-
al Cycladic building of the 19th century in 
Mykonos Town. 
The view from Armenistis of the Cyclades 
scattered in the endless blue of the Aegean 
Sea is certainly rewarding.  

On the south - western part of Chora, right next 
to Little Venice, stand proud the iconic Windmills 
of Mykonos, overlooking the sea. The cluster of 
the seven remaining Lower Windmills (Kato Myloi), 
as they are called, are the most famous postcard 
of the island and one of the most recognised land-
marks of Mykonos. Even though today they are a 
touristic attraction, from as early as the 16th cen-
tury until the end of the 19th century they have 
decisively contributed to the economic prosperity 
of the island, by grinding grain while fighting off 
the strong “meltemia” and the saltiness of the 
Aegean from the top of the hill. 

The Windmills

Lighthouse
Armenistis
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Famous architects such as Le 
Corbusier, saw in local archi-
tecture the knowledge and tra-
dition of antiquity, mixed with 
modern philosophy, the culture 
of seafarers and practicality.
From the enormous temple-is-
land of Delos, through byz-
antine years, the era of the 
corsairs until today, Mykonos 
has maintained elements every-
where in its architecture. 
Names of streets and entire 
cobbled stone roads remain. 
Medieval remnants and symbols 
are found in the small towns, as 
well as in the little farmhouses 
of the mykonian countryside.
Straight lines and cubic shapes 
are the dominant characteristic. 
Small practical details are the 
flat terraces on top of all the 
houses, which served as rainwa-
ter collectors. 

Mykonos
Architecture

In the 1960s, 
UNESCO characterized 
the architecture of 
Mykonos as unique 
and an inspiration for 
modern designers.
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Back in 1958, a mykonian fisherman took 
in a pelican that fell next to his boat 
during a storm. The pelican was “adopted” 
by the local fishermen who took care of 
him and named him Petros. 
A picture of Jackie Kennedy posing next 
to Petros, during her first visit to the 
island in the ‘60s went around the world, 
making him the most famous resident of 
the island. Her gift to him, was a female 
pelican - his partner in life and in crime, 
Irini. Since then a lot of pelicans have 
made their way to the island, but for the 
most romantic ones, there can only be 
one Petros, the most loyal devotee of the 
mykonian port... 

Petros, 
the mascot of  
Mykonos

The water was stored in under-
ground tanks. Both rich and 
poor houses were built in the 
same style. Some inside rooms 
had very small windows that 
connected them with the rest of 
the house. One small window on 
the northern wall has been one 
of the most ancient air condi-
tioning systems and its effec-
tiveness has made it a sine qua 
non of modern constructions.
The use of local materials is in 
absolute harmony with nature 
and practicality. 
Stone, mud and wooden details, 
whitewashed walls and beauti-
ful carvings are still the gems 
that make each house unique.

Editing research by Marina Petri, 
writer and poet. She studied art in 
Athens and London and introduces 
greek and mykonian culture to chidren 
through art workshops, spectacles and 
creative writing. Find her books written 
for children with stories from medieval 
legends and history of Mykonos, as well 
as the story of Petros the Pelican.
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With 600 - 800 churches, 
monasteries and chapels dotted 
all around the island, most of 
them built from the 17th to the 
19th century, Mykonos easily 
competes with the neighbour-
ing island of Tinos, known for 
its religious character. 
Many of them were built not 
only to express the religious 
feeling, but often as a “τάμα” 
(religious offering to the Gods) 
offered by sailors who were 
found in danger during their 
travels, constituting a testimo-
ny of the island’s rich maritime 
past. 
Most of them are simple, small 
and vaulted structures with a 
single aisle, but unlike else-
where in the Aegean islands, 
they are red rather than blue 
domed, especially in Chora. 
Although impossible to visit all 
of them, take the time to light 
a candle in some, for the sake 
of the sailors who managed to 
survive the wild intentions of 
the sea. 

Paraportiani 
Church prayer...

Paraportiani Church is indisput-
ably the most interesting building 
of the island. 
It takes its name (“side door”) 
from its location, as it was 
originally built right next to the 
north-west side door of the medi-
eval walls that used to surround 
the castle area of the old town. 
Panagia Paraportiani, dedicated 
to Virgin Mary, is known for its 
abstract shape, due to the fact 
that it is actually a complex of 
five consecutive constructions, 
built between the 14th and the 
17th century. 
Besides its historical, religious 
and architectural interest, this 
small church is the ideal setting 
for your new facebook profile 
picture!   

Say a little
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Mykonos
Town

1. Agia Anna 
2. Buddha Bar
3. Jackie O’
4. Kalita
5. Koursaros 
6. Kuzina
7. Ling Ling 
8. Matsuhisa

  9. Nammos 
10. Nero Nero 
11. Pasaji
12. Rakkan 
13. Remezzo 
14. Scorpios
15. Solymar
16. Spilia 

Bars & restaurants

1. Elle Amber
2. Marco Bicego
3. Minas
4. Nikos Koulis

Jewelry

1. Enny di Monaco
2. Kopajos
3. Murjjan
4. Optique Boutique

5. Paris Valtadoros
6. Soho Soho
7. Victoria Secret

sHOPPInG

1. Art & Soul
2. Ergon
3. Rarity

GallerIes
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